PAGE 3 - NEWS AND PICTURES 


PAGE 6 


PAGE 8 & 13 


Sheila Watson makes history 

Our first woman archdeacon is collated 


A intimate offer from heaven 

Charlie Cleverly writes of the gift of Christmas 


Becoming fools for Christ 

Insights into the ministry of pastoral care 



In search of 
the real 
Father Christmas 


Peter Mottley 
comes face to face 
with the elusive 
figure who longs to ,j 
put Christ back into s 
Christmas 

on page 5 


DIOCESE OF OXFORD REPORTER IN 


BERKSHIRE, BUCKINGHAMSHIRE AND OXFORDSHIRE 





EMMANUEL GOD WITH US 


www.oxford.anglican.org 


DECEMBER 2002 


No 138 



Rowan 
us a 
for life? 


In his Christmas message the Bishop of Oxford writes about Archbishop 
Rowan Williams whose qualities could help to change our culture so that once 
again people see the Christian faith for what it is - exciting, beautiful, important 


ROWAN WILLIAMS is a 

very special gift of God to 
the Church of England, at 
this time. Alister McGrath, 
our leading conservative 
evangelical theologian, has 
written that he brings ‘an 
almost tangible personal 
holiness to the role of the 
Archbishop’. It is this quality 
that has broken down barri- 
ers and made him so much 
loved by people in Wales, 
not least those who call 
themselves evangelicals. 

He also brings prodigious 
intellectual gifts to the task. 
He is the first Archbishop 
since William Temple in the 
1930s who is capable of 
obtaining a serious hearing 
for the Christian faith from 
‘the cultured despises’. 
Rowan Williams has said ‘if 
there is one thing I long for 
above all else it is that the 
years to come may see 
Christianity in this country 
able again to capture the 
imagination of our culture’. 
Perhaps Rowan can really help 
change our culture so that peo- 


ple once again see the Christian 
faith for what it is, as exciting, 
beautiful and, above all, 
important. It would be such a 
relief from the present drip, 
drip, drip of denigration from 
which we all suffer. 

Rowan also has genuinely 
prophetic qualities. By this I 
mean that he challenges all 
our usual assumptions and 
presuppositions, our cosy, 
self-righteousness certainties, 
whether political or reli- 
gious. Any reader of his 
books or sermons quickly 
finds themselves standing 
before the cross of Christ 
and being questioned by it. 
For example, about this 
Advent season he writes: 
‘There is a risk for any reli- 
gion that looks to accom- 
plished events as its founda- 
tion. The word once unex- 
pectedly spoken becomes 
ours , is absorbed more and 
more into our needs and fan- 
cies and preferences. Once it 
was strange , now it is famil- 
iar and idolatrous. The 
Advent tension is a way of 


learning again that God is 
God: between even our deep- 
est and holiest longing and 
the reality of God is a gap 
which only grace can cross . . 
if we keep Advent faithfully , 
we shall know a little of how 
the word of this love can be 
freely heard only when we 
recognise the power of our 
urge to idolatry .’ 

Jesus warned us, however, 
that prophets do not have an 
easy time (Matthew 23: 29- 
39). Rowan does of course 
have a very special connec- 
tion with the Diocese of 
Oxford for he was a Canon 
of Christ Church from 1986 
to 1992 and many have 
heard him teach and preach. 
He, his wife Jane and their 
two young children will need 
our prayers as they face the 
potentially crushing pressure 
of the years ahead. 

May we so wait upon God 
during this Advent that we 
are ready to receive the gift 
of God himself at Christmas. 

QcOOy* . 


THE LITTLE ANGEL is the title of this year's infant concert at The Blake Church of England 
Primary School in Cogges, Witney which takes place on 10 and 11 December. The three little angels 
in Frank Blackwell's picture who are pupils at the school are seen rehearsing for it. In the front is 
Hollie Monahan (aged 6) and behind her (left to right) are Emma Etheridge (aged 6) and Jessie 
Warner (aged 7). Meanwhile we join with our angelic host in wishing you a very blessed Christmas. 
May the peace of the Lord be with you then and all through the New Year. 
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Living at the edge: Using your time for Christ 

SHARING LIFE is not a prescriptive programme of what we should be doing, but rather a call to engage with the Lord of the 
Church and allow him to re-shape us, and reform us. In the autumn of last year Gill Poole, Area Co-ordinator for CMS and a 
member of St Nicholas, Marston, spent some time in study leave reflecting on the emerging Church. Over the next few months in 
this column Gill will join me in sharing stories from across the world, around this nation and from our Diocese - Chris Neal 


The last straw 

The last straw: The word 
Sometimes words are 
not enough for every- 
thing we have to say. 

Words can't beat like a 
heart 

A verb won't sweat 
or bleed. 

A noun doesn't 
get thirsty. 

An adjective cannot 
feel pain. 

Something gets lost 
in translation into 
words. 

So when God 
needed to express 
a love deeper than words 
he used body language 
of a kind not known on 
earth before. 

John 1 1-14 
© Godfrey Rust 1992 

All proceeds from Godfrey 
Rust's book of poetry Welcome 
to the Real World are going to 
help build the Winners 
Celebration Chapel, a church in 
Jos, Nigeria. To buy the book 
contact Godfrey Rust on 
godfrey@wordsout.fsnet.co.uk 


God comes down to 
us like the sun at 
morning, 

wounded to the heart 
by our helplessness. 
Let us proceed in his 
strength 

to love and serve one 
another. 


Philippines: Asia Youth 

Assembly: from Procession of 
Prayers ed John Carden 


Railway sidings, Russia 

THE Izhod (Exodus) project 
in Krasnador is a centre for 
drug addicts in a run-down 
building in some railway sid- 
ings. It was founded by Sergei 
and Lilya Oshepkov. Sergei 
was a drug addict himself for 
20 years and a member of the 
Krasnador mafia. Having 
come to faith through the 
healing of his addiction he 
has gathered a team of ex- 
addicts to run the centre in a 
building donated by the rail- 
way authorities. 

Izhod has a strict regime and 
focuses on spiritual resources 
for the cure of addictions. About 
40 people - mainly recovering 
addicts - gather daily to sing 
their praises to God. 

Accommodation is limited. 
The men’s rooms have six beds 
squashed into each small 
room. The service is held in the 
only common space available - 
the main corridor. ‘The whole 
building was filled with a sense 
of praise and hope’ said Mark 
Oxbrow of CMS when he vis- 
ited ‘and after the service the 
corridor is transformed 
from church to dining hall!’ 

One or two family members 
(mainly mothers) also attend 
the services to give thanks for 
what has happened to their 
sons, or to pray for their chil- 
dren to be accepted into the 
programme. 

The project has begun pre- 
ventative work in schools. It 
also gives support for those 
who have been through the 
programme. Some of these 
return each day to help with the 
building of a new extension 
which should eventually pro- 
vide toilet and kitchen facilities. 

Newquay Christian Centre 

Peter Willows (Ambassadors 
for Christ) tells how 60-70 
people from around the coun- 
try come to Newquay in the 
summer as part of 'Dawn 



Patrol’ to reach the surfing 
community (pictured above). 
‘It’s a really encouraging thing 
for young people when they 
are exposed to seeing God 
move. They are tired of 
church, sick of ‘religion’. 
Talking to young people is 
scary but good to do. They 
themselves get challenged and 
fired up. We had a beach ser- 
vice and we also hired a night- 
club in town with live bands, 
all Christians. A Dawn Patrol 
young person walked up to a 
big guy in the nightclub 
because he was sure he had a 
word for him from God. He 
told him that - and the big 
guy burst into tears. The 
Church has a parochial ten- 
dency: we need to be exposed 
to the wider Church and big- 
ger God - get Church out of 
the box, out of the rut.’ 

Darkness into light in 
the Wychwoods 

The Vicar invited two other 
men to join him in the pub on 
a Friday night. One of them 
had just been made redun- 
dant and the other had just 
started his own business. 
Mutual support, consultancy 
and help was offered and 
received. 

Over the months three more 
men, all overworked and 
stressed, joined the group 
which provides a forum to 
review the week and discuss 
questions of life, including the 


role of the Church and faith. 

The founding members pro- 
vided their computer exper- 
tise and time to help produce 
a computer-run slide show for 
the Advent evening service 
‘Darkness into Light’. They 
brought new technology into 
the life of the church which 
had never seen anything like it 
in 800 years! The power of 
images projected onto a wall 
combined with music and 
readings touched people in 
deep and moving ways. 

Mike Williams 

Mike used to be Vicar of the Wychwoods 


Reflect and discuss 

1. What do the three stories say 
to you about the diversity of 
Christian mission and ministry? 

2. Think about the networks in 
which you are involved or which 
make up your community. How 
could the Christian Good News 
reach them in relevant and 
encouraging ways? 

3. How would Church look and 
feel if we allowed a mission 
dynamism to set the agenda and 
shape all our planning and life? 
Study and Refection 
Read Luke 4: 16 - 30. What 
does Jesus tell us about the life 
that he has come to bring and 
share? Why do people get so 
angry when he tells the story of 
Naaman and the widow of 
Zarephath? Is it something 
about the open-ness of the 
Gospel to all people? If so what 
does that say about our own 
attitudes? 


I 

I 

I 

I 

1 

i 

I 

l 

I 

i 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

j 


Are we still laughing? 


‘ARE we still laughing?’ was 
the title give to the service 
held at St Mary’s, Thame at 
2.00pm on 11 November to 
celebrate ten years since the 
vote for the ordination of 
women to the priesthood. 

The service was one of the 
first led by Sheila Watson in 
her new role as Archdeacon of 
Buckingham. It was attended 
by over 50 people who came 


together to give thanks, to 
pause and reflect and to look 
to the future with hope. 

The title for the service was 
inspired by the story of Sarah, 
Abraham’s wife, who laughed 
when she heard the promises 
of God. Using Sarah’s story, 
the congregation formed their 
own intercessions to articu- 
late the highs and lows of the 
last ten years. 


Bishop is top 

JOHN and Ruth Bone have 
been chosen as Oxfordshire’s 
top grandparents. They were 
nominated by their grand- 
daughter Rachel Morgan, 22, 
who said: ‘They have been my 
rock of strength, I wouldn’t 


grandparent 

be here today had it not been 
for their support.’ John Bone 
was the Bishop of Reading for 
five years before retiring in 
1996. The couple now go for- 
ward to the ‘Grandparents of 
the Year’ finals in London. 


Hunt on for Nol couple 


FEBRUARY 9 to 16 2003 is 
National Marriage Week. In 
order to collect some useful 
practical tips for a happy 
marriage, National Marriage 
Week is launching a quest for 
Britain’s ‘Nol Couple’. There 
will be a launching confer- 


ence and exhibition on 6 
February at Merchant 
Taylor’s Hall, London. The 
web site has lots of ideas for 
Marriage Week, and a 
chance to nominate your 
Nol couple. 

web site www.nmw.org.uk 


The conning of the Princess 


HER Royal Highness the 
Princess Royal will be in 
Dorchester on Tuesday, 17 
December at 8pm for ‘The 
Coming of Christmas’, a 
candlelit evening of 
Christmas music and read- 
ings in Dorchester Abbey. 


All proceeds will go to the 
Home Farm Trust, a charity 
for people with learning dis- 
abilities of which the 
Princess is patron. Tickets 
from £15 include mulled 
wine and mince pies. For 
more details: 01525 379830. 


New extension for school 


THE Bishop of Oxford the Rt 
Revd Richard Harries donned 
full regalia for a ceremony to 
mark the change of St Michael’s 
School in Marston Rd, Oxford 
from a ‘first’ to a ‘primary’ 
school. The project cost 
£500,000 and has meant that 
the school can now accommo- 


date pupils aged nine to 11. 
This is one of a series of projects 
in Oxford reorganisation of the 
City’s education system. The 
school was also celebrating a 
change of Church status from 
controlled to aided which 
means closer links with the 
local church and the Diocese. 


Sight impaired people can now get a free audio version of The 
DOOR by contacting Graham Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 


w 

the Door 

Would like to wish 
all of our readers 
and advertisers a 
joyful and more 
importantly - 
peaceful 
Christmas! 
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Sheila Watson steps into history 

The Diocese of Oxford’s first woman archdeacon has been installed at Christ Church Cathedral 



A ROSE BETWEEN FIVE THORNS? The Venerable Sheila Watson with (I to r) the Archdeacon of Berkshire, the 
Venerable Norman Russell; the Bishop of Oxford, the Right Revd Richard Harries; the Bishop of Buckingham, the 
Right Revd Mike Hill; the Bishop of Reading, the Right Revd Dominic Walker OGS; the Archdeacon of Oxford, the 
Venerable John Morrison. (Right) The new Archdeacon with the Bishop of Oxford and her husband, the Very Revd 
Derek Watson who has just retired as Dean of Salisbury. Photographs: Frank Blackwell 


THE Evening Service for the 
collation and installation of 
Canon Sheila Watson as 
Archdeacon of Buckingham 
took place at Christ Church 
Cathedral on Saturday, 9 
November. 

The world collate means ‘to 
bring together’ and as Sheila 
was brought together with her 
archdeaconry, so the service 
brought together people from 


all over the Diocese of Oxford, 
and especially from 
Buckinghamshire, to welcome 
her and wish her well. It was 
good to have Sheila’s husband 
Derek, and her mother with us. 

Having waited in the cold and 
dark outside it was lovely to be 
welcomed into the Cathedral - 
the vaulted ceilings and east end 
glowing sofdy, candles flicker- 
ing in the choir and the colour- 


ful entrance of choir and clergy. 

A joyful noise was made to 
the Lord, the choir singing the 
Introit Palestrina’s Exsultate 
Deo , Psalm 48 Great is the 
Lord and highly to be praised, 
and the anthem by Purcell, O 
God, thou art my God: early 
will I seek thee. The congrega- 
tion shared in singing Jerusalem 
the Golden and Be thou my 
vision, O Lord of my heart. 


The fact that the words were 
the same words we hear at the 
induction of clergy gave the for- 
malities a special poignancy. 
The Bishop of Oxford said: 
‘Sheila, receive this cure which 
is both yours and mine’ and the 
Canon-in-resfdence admitted 
Sheila ‘into the real, actual and 
corporal possession of the 
Archdeaconry of 

Buckinghamshire’. 

Family, friends and supporters 
of the new Archdeacon were 
invited to refreshments after the 
service which gave many of us 
the opportunity to greet Sheila. 
And now we all know her and 
she has a large number of friend- 
ly faces to try and remember! 

Penny Keens 

Penny is Diocesan Lay Chairman and was until 
recently Milton Keynes Deanery Lay Chairman. 



Eynsham tells the Christmas story 


WHERE do you think you will 
find Jesus this Christmas? 
Believe it or not, he may be 
found in a front garden in 
Eynsham. 

On the first weekend in 
Advent, Eynsham front gar- 
dens will be homes to some 20 
life-sized figures connected 
with the Christmas story. 
Visitors will be able to visit the 
‘Stable Cafe’ on the square in 
Eynsham for hot drinks and 
mince pies, and for £l they will 
be given a map and a list of 
clues to the Advent trail. A 
Christmas hamper will be 
awarded to the first drawn cor- 
rect set of answers. 

The life-size figures, made 
like scarecrows, will include 


Mary and Joseph, the shep- 
herds and Herod, but 
Eynsham will also be hosting 
Old Testament figures, such as 
King David and Isaiah. 

The Advent Trail and Stable 
Cafe will open from 10am to 
4pm on Saturday, 30 
November and from noon to 
4pm on Sunday, 1 December 
The figures will remain in place 
until New Year’s Eve and maps 
and clues will be available 
throughout Advent from 
Evenlode DIY, in the High Street. 
‘Our aim has been to make 
people ask questions about 
what the real Christmas story 
is about’, says church warden, 
Claire Page who can give you 
more details on 01865 464307. 


Let’s help eradicate child poverty 


‘YOUR children don’t need a 
cooker for warm meals; they 
can eat sandwiches’ this is 
just one of the many 
instances of child neglect by 
officialdom recounted at the 
November meeting of the 
Churches Together in 
Woodstock and Bladon. 

The speaker was Hugo 
Perks, chairman of the ‘End 
Child Poverty Campaign’, a 
grouping of 12 of the leading 
children's charities in the 
country. Hugo concentrated 
his attention on the needs of 
two specific groups of chil- 
dren. ‘Of the 60,000 children 
brought up in local authority 
care’, he said, ‘75% leave 
school with no educational 


qualifications at all. And of 
these 60,000 children, 75% 
are in care not because of ini- 
tial behavioural problems, 
but because of abuse, neglect 
or the misfortune of having 
been born into dysfunctional 
families. It’s not their fault!’ 
The End Child Poverty 
Campaign pressures govern- 
ment, faith groups, trades 
unions, business leaders, local 
government offices and lead- 
ers into fulfilling the Prime 
Minister’s pledge to eradicate 
child poverty by the year 
2020. Churches Together in 
Woodstock and Bladon are 
currently looking at what they 
can do to help the campaign. 

David Shepherd 


To the Mothers’ Union a son 



IT’S a boy and he is called 
Reece! The Diocese of Oxford 
Mothers’ Union have taken 
delivery of a virtual baby. It 
cries, needs nappy changes, 
feeding, burping and has a flop- 
py head that needs supporting. 
He cost over £500; the money 
was raised by MU members 
each of whom filled a film con- 
tainer with two pence pieces to 
produce 50pence. Reece will be 


used for sex and relationship 
education and the MU will lend 
him to schools and church 
youth groups with an accompa- 
nying video. The aim is that 
young people should discover 
for themselves the responsibili- 
ties of looking after a baby. 
They will be encouraged to take 
it in turns to ‘look after him’ at 
home overnight. They can’t get 
a baby sitter and when Reece 
cries because he is hungry or 
needs his nappy changing, they 
have to provide the right 
response to make him stop. The 
baby has an internal log which 
produces a report at the end! 
Pictured: Reece in the safe care of MU 
President, Felicity Randall and her grand 
daughter, Phebe aged 3 who collected 16p 
for Reece. Joan Baron on 01993 70312 
will give you more details about The baby 7 . 


Rowan Williams in Oxford explores 
the Spirit filled community 


HOW do we recognise a Spirit- 
filled community? With this 
searching question a packed 
congregation at All Saints’, 
Highfield heard 
Archbishop Rowan 
Williams begin his ser- 
mon at a splendid ser- 
vice of choral 
Evensong led by the 
Vicar, the Revd Jim Cocke. 

Dr Williams, who is 
Archbishop of Wales, Bishop 
of Monmouth and Archbishop 
designate of Canterbury, 
preached on Isaiah 61, verses 
l-6a. He invited us to look at 
the ways the Spirit is at work, 
as described in these verses: to 
bring good news to the poor, to 
bind up the broken-hearted, pro- 
claim liberty to the captives and 
freedom to the prisoners; to 
declare the favour of the Lord and 
to comfort those who mourn. 

But then he said: ‘Read on .. 
when the Spirit is at work what 
happens is that people are led 
back to places of desolation and 
failure and are given strength to 
rebuild.’ A sign of the Holy 
Spirit at work in our lives is that 
we are taken back, with hope, 
to revisit our failures. 

Archbishop Rowan said of 
the past ‘we either fear it or 


idolise it.’ He told us that if we 
fear the past we are in danger 
of denying it. Our faith in 
Christ requires that we taken 
our own history 
seriously, and 
revisit it with 
freedom and 
courage. He 
said: ‘Christ has 
opened the way to failure and 
has begun to rebuild, whether 
we think of individual or cor- 
porate failure. He leads us to 
face who we are and what we 
have done to ourselves and oth- 
ers ... If the Church is to help 
bring peace to a shattered and 
scarred world, then it must look 
towards being itself a place 
where Christ can take us back. 
Christ gives us a solid place to 
stand, rooted in truth like a 
tree.’ 

After the sermon Archbishop 
Rowan was presented with a 
large bouquet of flowers on 
behalf of the congregation, and 
promptly asked permission to 
present these to Mrs Cocke, the 
Vicar’s wife. 

Afterwards the Archbishop 
shook hands with each mem- 
ber of the congregation as they 
left. It was a privilege to be at 
such a memorable occasion. 


Clemency Fox 

reports 
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People & places 


Girls in perfect voice for Cranmer Awards 



£ 

THE senior winner of the Oxford Diocesan heat of the Prayer 
Book Society's Cranmer Awards was Headington School sixth- 
former, Miranda Warne (pictured left). Miranda recited The 
Magnificat from the Book of Common Prayer at the Oxford heat. 
Twelve year-old Megan Warwick (right), a pupil at Reading's 
Abbey School was the junior winner (ll-14years). Both girls are 
seen being congratulated by General Sir Anthony Farrar-Hockley. 


Dorchester Abbey hosts Jenkins lecture 


SNIPPETS 


'Every vicar’s dream 
of a parishioner’ 


MICHAEL Kinchin-Smith, 
who died at the Horton 
Hospital, Banbury, on 30 
October, was every vicar’s 
dream of a parishioner: 
always ready with ideas and 
encouragement, well- 
informed about 
Church affairs, 
absolutely 
dependable, 
ecumenical and 
actively 
involved in the 
wider commu- 
nity. Michael 
and I were 
friends at 
school, and in 
those far off 
days his ambi- 
tion was even- 
tually to join 

the Indian ===== 
Civil Service. 

Britain still had an Empire! 
However after a distin- 
guished academic career at 
Oxford and war service in 
Italy (twice mentioned in 
dispatches). Michael became 
Controller of Administrative 
staff in the pre-Birk era of 
the BBC, and was deeply 
committed to its public ser- 
vice role. 

During a brief return to 
Oxford after the war, 
Michael became engaged to 
Rachel Willink, and 
throughout their marvel- 
lously happy married life, 
both contributed to the 
work of the Church at 
Diocesan and deanery levels 
first at Southwark, and for 
the last twenty years, in 
Oxford, especially in the 
field of social responsibility. 
Michael left the BBC when 
he was persuaded by 
Archbishop Coggan to join 
the Lambeth Palace staff as 
his personal adviser. He had 
a warm relationship with 



Michael 
Kinchin-Smith 
1921 - 2002 


Dr Coggan, but was one of 
the few at Lambeth who 
remained when Archbishop 
Robert Runcie arrived. 

Life was never dull, his 
colleagues included Richard 
Chartres and Terry Waite; 

he enjoyed 
drafting speech- 
es for Dr 
Runcie, and 
was admirably 
equipped for 
doing so. In 
fact he 

described those 
years as the 
happiest of his 
professional 
life. There fol- 
lowed five 
years as the 
representative 

— ■ of the two 

Archbishops on 
the Crown Appointments 
Commission, and although 
during this period several 
significant Bishops were 
nominated, Michael at no 
time gave the slightest hint 
about the Commission’s 
deliberations or of his own 
contributions. For him, con- 
fidential discussions 
remained confidential. For 
his service to the Church he 
received the OBE in 1987. 

Michael’s widow, Rachel, 
is well-known in the 
Diocese, and their son John, 
who is the Rector of 
Mursley. There are three 
other sons (one is Managing 
Director of First Great v. 
Western rail company) and 
one of their two daughters is 
married to the Vicar of St 
George’s, Buckingham. 

Wilfrid Browning 
Canon Browning is an Hon Canon 
of Christ Church Cathedral. There 
will be a thanksgiving service for the 
life of Michael Kinchin-Smith in the 
New Year on a date yet to be 
announced. 


Death of David Alexander, 
co-founder of Lion Publishing 

DAVID ALEXANDER, who co-founded Lion Publishing pic with 
his wife Pat in 1971, died suddenly on 13 November 2002. David 
lived in Iffley, Oxford with his wife and worked as director of the 
Oxford-based publishing company until the mid-1990s. Together, 
he and Pat compiled The Lion Handbook to the Bible, which first 
published in 1973 and has sold three million copies worldwide 
since then, with translations into 28 different languages. A full 
obituary will appear in the next issue of The DOOR. 


THE restored Jesse window at 
Dorchester Abbey was the dra- 
matic backdrop for Simon 
Jenkins’ lecture on ‘The English 
Parish Church’ on 25 October. 
Proceeds from the evening 
organised by the Friends of 
Dorchester Abbey will go 
towards the etching of a new 
glass lobby for the Abbey. 

Simon Jenkins, author of 
England's Thousand Best 
Churches is the patron of the 
Abbey Campaign which has so 
far raised £3.1 million for the 
restoration and development of 


the Abbey. As visitors to the lec- 
ture walked beneath tons of 
scaffolding it was clear just how 
extensive are the works being 
undertaken. The Jesse window 
and the new pentis of English 
green oak are magnificent 
promises of things to come. 

The only church in the Diocese 
to be mentioned in his lecture 
was Langley Marish outside 
Slough whose luxurious 
Kedermister pew and library 
also featured in ‘The English 
Church’, Simon Jenkins' recent 
six part series on Channel 4. 


Lecture remembers 
Alan Christmas 

THE spirit of Alan Christmas 
lived on in an annual lecture 
given in his memory by Jo 
Saunders, Diocesan Social 
Responsibility Officer. Canon 
Alan Christmas lived and 
worked in Slough from 1966 - 
- 1985 where Jo succeeded 
him as industrial chaplain 
before coming to the Board of 
Social responsibility. 

The title of the lecture given in 
Slough was ‘The Triple Bottom 
Line’ in which Jo explored how 
partnerships work between 
government, business and 
statutory and voluntary organ- 
isations, including the Church. 
This was complemented by an 
overview of local community 
needs by Robin Draper, 
Chairman of Berkshire 
Community Foundation. The 
Chairman for the evening was 
Richard Hall of Kingsway 
Connections. 


‘Halo, halo, halo!’ 

GREYFRIARS Reading in 
Friar Street are once again 
having their highly popular 
Nativity Family Guest Service 
on Sunday 15 December at 
10.30 am. This year’s title is 
‘Harry Plodder and the 
Manger of Secrets’ - Harry 
Plodder is a detective from 
Bethlehem Constabulary try- 
ing to solve the mystery of the 
empty manger. Children are 
invited to come dressed as 
shepherds, kings, angels, 


Josephs and Marys - or even 
donkeys, sheep and camels! 
For further details contact the 
church office on 0118 951 
6701 or visit the website at 
greyfriars.org.uk 


AIDS message from 
South Africa 

A choir from KwaZulu Natal, 
called the Umkhosi Singers, 
will contribute to morning 
worship at Christ . the 
Cornerstone, Milton Keynes 
at 10.30am on 8 December. 
They will also give a concert 
at the Church of Christ the 
King, Kents Hill, Milton 
Keynes at 2pm. This will 
include a short presentation 
by Andrew Betts, director of 
the MK based charity, 
Advantage Africa and a light 
buffet lunch at 1pm. The choir 
are on a three-week tour of the 
Midlands organised by USPG, 
to raise awareness of 
HIV/AIDS. 

A special Advent Celebration 
to mark World Aids Day on 1 
December will also take place 
at Christ Church Cathedral, 
on 2 December at 7.30pm. 

For information about the Umkhosi 
Singers contact the Revd Sharon 
Grenham-Toze or on 01234 742550 
at sharong@uspg.org.uk 


Mystery at the 
Old Fire Station 

THE Old Fire Station in 
Oxford will be the unusual 
setting for the Oxford Theatre 
Guild’s production of a mys- 
tery play. In one of the first 
performances outside Bristol, 
The Mysteries is an adapta- 
tion by Christopher Denys, of 
the Bristol Old Vic. The highs 
and lows of the history of 
Christianity are told in 
drama, music and song bring- 
ing to life many of the Bible’s 
more colourful characters 
from long-suffering Noah to 
the Angel Gabriel. ‘When 
Jesus speaks during the 
Resurrection scene, it is clear that 
his message is as relevant and 
meaningful to audiences today 
as it was in the Middle Ages’. 
There will be performances on 
Tuesday 10 to Saturday 14 
December at 7.30pm with a mati- 
nee on Saturday 14 at 2.30pm. 


From solicitor to 
mission advisor 

THE Revd Sharon Grenham is 
the new USPG Mission 
Advisor to the Diocese of 
Oxford and St Albans in suc- 
cession to Colin Cockshaw. 
Before ordination Sharon 
worked as a solicitor. The 
job of mission advisor is to 
educate and encourage - shar- 
ing news from USPG and 
from overseas churches with 
congregations and keeping 
mission on the agenda. 
Sharon, who is based near 
Bedford, married fellow 
priest, Steve Toze, last sum- 
mer. She is willing to preach or 
lead services in the Oxford 
Diocese and can be contacted on 
(01234) 740423. 


Bells rung for 
400th anniversary 

THE six bells of the Oxford 
University Church of St Mary 
the Virgin were rung twice on 8 
November to mark the 400th 
anniversary of the re-opening 
of the University Library, now 
known as the Bodleian Library 
(after Thomas Bodley who 
funded and organised the re- 
opening in 1602, after the old 
library had fallen into disre- 
pair). The bells were rung in 
the morning by the Oxford 
Society of Change Ringers at 
the University’s request, to 
mark a degree ceremony 
honouring four eminent 
librarians, and again in the 


evening for a celebratory staff 
party, at the request of the 
^ Bodleian Library; this time four 
of the six ringers were from 
Oxford University libraries. 

The sun shines on 
Quarrendon’s church 

It isn’t often that a church is 
built with sunshine. But 
according to St Peter's the 
Story so far, a history of St 
Peter’s Quarrendon to mark 
the church’s 40th anniversary, 
people put a penny in a ‘sun- 
shine bag’ every day the sun 
shone to help raise the £15,000 
needed to build the church. 
This is Quarrendon’s second St 
Peter’s Church,. The first, built 
in the 13 th century decayed 
away, and when the village near 
Aylesbury became a London 
overspill estate after the Second 
World War, services were held in 
a community centre until the 
new church dedicated to St 
Peter Apostle and Martyr; was 
completed in 1962. 


The Cowley Child Contact Centre is seeking a Coordinator 

Established in 1996, the Centre provides a meeting place for children who 
are estranged from their parents through separation or divorce. The Centre 
is part of a national network, meets twice monthly on a Saturday after- 
noon in John Bunyan Baptist Church, Cowley, and is staffed by volunteers. 
Funding may be sought to develop the Coordinator's post into a paid posi- 
tion. Interested? Contact: the Revd James Grote. 01865 773499. 



Cutting edge ministries 

NEEDED: someone to support and facilitate those explor- 
ing new forms of ministry. Honorarium possible. Interested? 
Ring Rosemary Pearce on 01865 208202 for more informa- 
tion or see the website www.oxford.anglican.org 
We hope to include an article about this exciting Diocesan 
venture in The DOOR early in the new year. 
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God in the 


On Christmas Eve even grown-up children half-believe in Father Christmas. As carrots are laid 
out for his reindeer and last minute letters are written to the man himself, the age of innocence 

seems suddenly very close. In all the commercialisation the benevolent 
figure of Father Christmas is a reminder of the real meaning of Christmas. 
He himself sees the Christmas of today as a holding operation. For some 
children it is their only glimpse of the goodness of God. Keep it alive and 


feof 


Father Christmas 



one day some of the kids might ask why we celebrate it’ he says. 


I love kids. I love Christmas. 
And I love travel. So I couldn’t 
ask for a better job than the 
one I’ve got. Of course. Father 
Christmas is only my profes- 
sional name. My real name is 
Nicholas. 

I suppose I count as celebrity 
- which is a very strange feel- 
ing, because nobody ever sees 
me in the flesh. But I try to 
avoid being like those public 
figures who pull on their image 
like a wet-suit when they’re 
working, and take it off again 
at the end of the day. I like to 
think that I’m exactly the same 
in my private life as I am when 
I’m whizzing around the coun- 
try delivering toys and dolls 
and packets of sweets. 
(Though the red suit is strictly 
my working outfit: I certainly 
don’t wear it to church, or even 
down the pub!) 


Being true to myself and 
my little ‘customers’ is 
what being a Christian 
means to me 


Being true to myself and my lit- 
tle ‘customers’ is very impor- 
tant to me. It’s all part of what 
being a Christian means to me. 
To my mind, hypocrisy is one 
of the worst of all the sins. 

Mind you, it’s not just a ques- 
tion of ethics: in my job, there’s 
a very practical point to it as 
well. I mean, what if I were all 
jolly and ho-ho-ho up front, 
and then some kid got on the 
wrong side of me and I 
snapped at him or her? You 
can imagine the headlines, 
can’t you: ‘Father Christmas 
bullies young child’, ‘It's not 


only Georgy Porgy who makes 
them cry’,’ Do we want this 
thug in our grotto ?’ 

Seriously, though, if you 
upset the kids, before you 
know it you’ve lost their trust. 
And in my job, that’s the last 
thing you can afford to do. 
The trust of a child is as deli- 
cate as an egg. Holding it safe 
and warm in your hand takes 
a lot of care and commit- 
ment. And you only have to 
drop it once to crack open 
the shell that protects their 
innocence from the real 
world. Yes, they’re going to 
lose it some day, but I think 
we owe it to them to let 


them hang on to it for as 
long as possible. 

That’s probably the most dif- 
ficult part of my job: trying to 
act as a buffer between inno- 
cence and experience - espe- 
cially with all the pressure that 
gets put on the poor little mites. 
Advertising campaigns that 
start in August, merchandising 
that stresses acquisition rather 
than enjoyment, marketing 
that pits the expertise of highly- 
paid adults against the naivety 
of children. Sometimes it seems 
that the whole period between 
the summer holidays and 
Boxing Day is just one long TV 
commercial. It’s during these 


times that I find my faith so 
important to me. If it weren’t 
for my faith, I could easily slip 
into despair, start thinking 
What’s the point?, start to con- 
sider giving up. 


I’m Father Christmas. 

Not Father Xmas 
or Father Give-Me-A- 
Present 


Still, I can be very firm of pur- 
pose when necessary (pig-head- 
ed, my wife calls it!), and I’m 
not going to be hi-jacked by a 
bunch of men in suits. So 
there’s one thing I’m deter- 
mined to hang onto: I’m still 
Father Christmas. Not Father 
Xmas, or Father Boxing Day, 
or Father Give-Me-A-Present. 
As I always say: take Christ out of 
Father Christmas, and what are 
you left with? Fathermas: just a 
word, with no meaning to it. 

Things are a lot different from 
when I first started. These days 
I have to carry nearly three 
times as many sacks as I used 
to, which means I’ve had to 
seriously upgrade my sleigh’s 
reindeer-power. Still, with more 
central heating and less open 
fires, at least my dry-cleaning 
bills aren’t as high as they were. 

People seem to have forgot- 
ten what Christmas is sup- 
posed to be about. If you don’t 
believe me, try finding 
Christmas cards with nativity 
scenes on them. Robins, stage- 
coaches in the snow, puddings, 
snowflakes, Christmas trees, 
polar bears, holly, snowmen, 
hunting scenes, penguins - 
thousands to choose from. A 
simple baby in a home-made 
crib? Bor-ing! 

And nobody bothers to tell 
the kids anymore. True, the 
story of Baby Jesus can get 
really sticky and sentimental if 


you’re not careful. But the kids 
can understand it, especially 
the younger ones. And quite 
frankly, I’d rather they got sen- 
timental over Baby Jesus than 
waste their innocence on Baby 
Barbie or Baby Pokemon. As it 
is, half of them spend the 
Season of Peace and Goodwill 
blasting each other to bits on 
their computers. 

From a personal point of 
view, one of the things I regret 
about Christmas is that my 
work stops me from going to 
Midnight Mass; I always used 
to enjoy that. Still, putting my 
work first puts me in some very 
good company: nurses, doctors, 
policemen, firemen - the list is 
endless. They all give up their 
own party time for the sake of 
others. And that’s an oddity, 
because even the agnostics and 
atheists among them are show- 
ing a Christian attitude. 


I look upon today’s 
Christmas as a 
holding operation. 
Keep it alive 


But there’s one thing that trou- 
bles me. Here I am, a fully 
paid-up member of the 
Communion of Saints - yet I’m 
becoming increasingly seen as a 
pagan figure, the acceptable 
face of greed, the god of 
Gimme-gimme. 

And that leads me into a cou- 
ple of dilemmas. First, I really 
love seeing the delight on the 
faces of the kids when they get 
something they’ve set their 


Interview by Peter Mottley 
Photograph by Frank Blackwell 


heart on, whether it be a 
Teletubby or a bicycle. But if 


the retail chains manage to 
paganise me, will a child’s grat- 
itude be enough? 

And the second is: is it better 
to celebrate Christmas without 
Jesus than not to celebrate it at 
all? 

Personally, I look upon 
today’s Christmas as a holding 
operation. Keep it alive, and 
one day some of the kids might 
ask why we celebrate it. Even 
if they treat the Nativity as just 
another story, at least they’ll 
have heard the story. And one 
day, perhaps, they’ll under- 
stand the real meaning of 
Christmas. 

In the meantime, I’ll put on 
my red suit and my jolliest 
smile, load up my sacks of pre- 
sents, and make that frantic 
trip down from the North Pole. 

I mean, I couldn’t let the kids 
down, could I? Especially on 
Christmas Day. 


Father Christmas 

(real name Saint Nicholas, 
and nicknamed Santa Claus) 
was bom around the turn of 
the 3 rd/ 4 th Century. As 
Bishop of Myra in the early 
church, he attended the v 
Council of Nicaea in 325 AD 
where, among other matters, 
he helped to condemn the 
Arian heresy and formulate 
the Nicene Creed. Later, he 
became patron saint of 
Russia, as well as of pawnbro- 
kers, scholars and children. 

He came to Britain from 
Germany in about 1840 . 

Father Christmas is grateful to 
Betty and Sheila Robbins ; Fancy 
Dress Hire of 60 Hurst Street, 
Oxford for his stylish clothing. Any 
resemblance between our photo- 
graph and the writer, Peter Mottley, 
is not entirely coincidental! 


offa hoase 

The Coventry Diocesan Retreat House 
and Conference Centre 

Offchurch, nr Leamington Spa CV33 9AS 

Tel: 01926 423309 

Email: offahouse@btconnect.com 
www.offahouseretreat.co.uk 
Offa House is a delightful venue for retreats, conferences 
and quiet days set in the Warwickshire countryside 

2003 Programme, January to August 

Fri 7 - Sun 9 March Lent Retreat “Fire and Flow. 

Celtic Insights into Prayer" with Ray Simpson £75 

Fri 9 - Sun 1 1 May Enneagram Weekend 

with Sr Elizabeth McNulty £75 
Fri 23 - Sun 25 May Retreat " Recovering the Rhythm" 
with Rev Andrew De Smet £70 

Thur 31 July - Tues 5 August Individually Guided Retreat 

2, 3 or 5 days with Tina Lamb, Jessie Spreadbury 
8 Rev Andrew De Smet £73 - £175 

Thur 21 - Thur 28 August Painting and Prayer Retreat 

with Claire Kibbler 8 Rev Judith Weston £255 

Also monthly quiet days, spirituality workshops and pastoral care 
and self development workshops, write, phone or email 
or see web site for details 


THE ASHMOLEAN 
MUSEUM SHOP 

in Beaumont Street Oxford 

Will be open daily throughout 
December 10am-5pm 
(2pm-5pm Sunday) for the sale 
of Christmas cards and a whole 
range of calendars, gift wrap, 
books and giftware. 
Telephone: 

(01865) 288185 / 288070 


” 0,Lord open Thou our lips " 
- in tune please! 

Experienced singing teacher, 
retired Anglican Priest, can 
help clergy who have 
problems with singing services. 

Telephone: 01235 821509 


HOLLOWAY'S 

Auctioneers and Valuers of Fine Art and Furniture 

The professional alternative to London. 
Internationally notified sales held throughout 
the year 

For a free appointment 

Tel: 01295 817777 

Auction Rooms and Offices 
49 Parsons Street 
Banbury OX16 5PF 
Facsimile: 01295 817701 
e-mail: enquiries@hollowaysauctioneers.co.uk 


RISe - Executive Coaching 
& Mentoring 

Internationally known author, coach, 
speaker and trainer in the fields of 
personal development, leadership, 
sales and motivation has limited 
availability for personal coaching 
and mentoring with top executives 
and/or business owners. 

Visit www.seymour-results.com and click on “RISe” for 
more information. - Rise and shine in 2003! 

<=x 




ACE DENTURE CENTRE 


DEDICATED TO THE CARE OF 
DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 20 years 

We make dentures look like real natural teeth at 
affordable prices on the premises 

• FREE CONSULTATION 

• Sunken features can be supported 
to return to your natural 
appearance 

► Economy dentures for senior citizens 

* Delicate chrome plates 

* Comfortable soft linings 

* Evening appointments 

► For the ultimate life-like dentures 
enquire about our IVOCLAR 
DENTURE SYSTEM 

2^1 • Quality Porcelain Teeth 
Available 

* Phone for a free information pack 

DENTURES REPAIRED WHIU YOU WAIT 
For appointments phone (24 hour) 


ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY 
THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM, ONTARIO, CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 
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christmaslove.com 


ONE church in 
the Oxford 

Diocese, St Mary’s 
Cogges, is holding 
a gift day to raise 
£3000. The money 
isn’t to repair the 
roof or pay off the 
Share. It’s to give 
every household in 
the community a 
present for 

Christmas. 

So 2000 boxes of chocolates 
will be gift wrapped and deliv- 
ered by a team of volunteers. 
There will be no strings, not 
even an invitation to attend 
Christmas services just a label 
saying ‘with love from St 
Mary’s, Cogges’. ‘We have such 
a desire as a church to demon- 
strate the Father’s love in a 
practical way without looking 
for anything in return’ their 
Vicar says. 

To some spending £3000 on 
giving away chocolates might 
seem a waste of money. But 
then you think of Mary 
Magdalene and her reckless out- 
pouring of perfume. And you 
think about Christmas and 
God’s pricesless gift of his only 
son to an ungrateful world. 

For some our ‘God in the life 
of Father Christmas’ may not 
seem appropriate for a 
Christian newspaper: Yet the 
legend of a warm and loving 
gentleman who comes on 
Christmas night to bring chil- 
dren all that they most want is 
like an allegory of a Saviour 
who knows the desires of our 
heart. He is, as Peter Mottley 


says, ‘a holding 
operation’ until 
please God one 
day the children 
grow up to 
recognise the real 
gift of Christmas. 

For was it not 
reckless Love 
that came down 
at Christmas, 
that same unde- 
manding love which prompted 
the people of St Mary’s to dis- 
tribute their gifts? And is it not 
love also which prompts so 
many volunteers ‘to be fools for 
Christ’ and give of their time 
and energy to pastoral care in 
this Diocese (see centre spread). 

Love inspires our carol and 
christingle services and 
prompts the smile we give to 
the stranger sitting besides us. 
Love is at the heart of our 
Christmas advertising campaign 
Christmas worship.com which 
seeks to reach out to non- 
churchgoers. So we invite you 
to put up the poster on the back 
page and to register your 
church if you haven’t done so 
already so that all who want to 
go to church this Christmas can 
easily find one close at hand. 

At the heart of a society want- 
ing more and bigger of every- 
thing, there is in each one a child 
yearning for a simple hug of 
assurance that he or she is loved, 
unconditionally. In our willing- 
ness to open our hearts as well 
as our churches this Christmas 
may they find this assurance. 

Christine Zwart 



December Appointments 


The Revd Mark Adams, Assistant Curate, 
S keg by, Southwell to be Associate Minister, 
St Mary's Bletchley; The Revd Stanley 
Archer, has permission to officiate; The 
Revd Brendan Bailey, Rector, Nettlebed w. 
Bix, Highmoor and Pishill to be also priest- 
in-charge, Rotherfield Greys; The Revd Paul 
Bond, NSM, Charlton-on Otsmoor, Islip, 
Oddington, Noke and Woodeaton to be also 
Non-Stipendiary Assistant Curate in 
Parishes of Ambrosden, Mexrton and 
Piddington; The Revd Christopher Boyce, 
vicar, New Brighton St James w. Emmanuel 
to be Team Minister in the Bicester Team 
Ministry; The Revd Kevin Davies, Team 
Rector, Langtree Team Ministry to be also 
Priest-in-Charge, Whitchurch; The Revd 
John Evans, Resident Priest, Stranthnaim, 
St Paul's to be House for Duty Priest at 
Ipsden and North Stoke; The Revd Graham 
Foulis Brown, Vicar, Kidmore End and 
Sonning Common to be also Priest in 
Charge, Rotherfield Peppard; The Revd 
Rita Holden, OLM Curate, Burghfield St 
Mary the Virgin to be NSM Curate in the 


Droitwich Spa Team Ministry; The Revd 
Rodney Holder, to be Priest-in-Charge, the 
Claydons; The Revd Simon Iredale, 
Chaplain Royal Air Force has Permission to 
Officiate; The Revd Caroline King, 
Assistant Curate, Wheatley St Mary the 
Virgin to be Non-Stipendiary Assistant 
Curate, Wheatley St Mary; Sister Honor 
Margaret Mcllroy, has Permission to 
Officiate; The Revd David Reynish, Rector, 
St Margaret of Antioch Iver Heath to be 
Vicar, St Mary the Virgin, Kelvedon and All 
Saints, Feering; The Revd Tony Rogerson, 
NSM Curate, Radley with Sunningwell to be 
Honorary Assistant Priest, Radley with 
Sunningwell, with Permission to Officiate; 
The Revd Pat Smith, NSM, Bampton w. 
Clanfield has died, 29 September 2002; The 
Revd James Wallace, Curate, Newport 
Pagnell and Moulsoeto USPG Development 
Project in Sri Lanka taking Sabbatical and 
working for USPG for 6 months; The Revd 
Hugh Warwick, NSM, Rotherfield Peppard 
to be also Non-Stipendiary Assistant Curate, 
Kidmore End and Sonning Common. 


An intimate offer from heaven 

Charlie Cleverly, author of a new book, The Discipline of Intimacy, writes about the gift of Christmas, a 
kiss of life to a dying world, and a gift that calls us to respond to allow this gift of love to change our hearts. 


INTIMATE communication 
from another world is what, 
in my opinion, Christmas is 
all about. 

I know there are different 
ideas about the arrival of the 
baby in the manger. Some 
say it’s an invasion: ‘Enemy 
occupied territory is being 
invaded by the liberator, 
dressed in the garments of a 
defenceless child’. And this is 
a helpful camera angle to see 
it from. Others see it as soli- 
darity: Someone is seeking 
out, serving and identifying 
incarnationally with the 
weak and dispossessed of 
this world in a war torn 
occupation zone. 


God the supreme artist 
gives the most beauti- 
ful, the most telling, 
the most talked about 
sign: The sign of a 
scrap of a boy whom 
kings come to worship. 


It’s challenging to rich 
Christians in an age of 
hunger to go down that 
route of meditation. Or, it’s a 
work of art: The decor has 
been prepared over the cen- 
turies, the publicity is out, 
and the main players have 
been engaged: A powerful 
empire, Rome; a prophetic 
people, the Jewish nation; 
spiritual hope and expectan- 
cy are fermenting; history is 
turning on a hinge. God the 
supreme artist gives the most 
beautiful, the most telling, 
the most talked about sign: 
The sign of a scrap of a boy 
whom kings come to wor- 
ship. 

A parable of hope 

Just before writing this today 
I was shown round Modern 
Art Oxford, the art gallery 
on Pembroke Street, which 
has been newly ‘re-looked’, 
as the French say. Among 
some typically controversial 
works by Tracey Emin, there 
was one that stole my atten- 
tion. It is an exhibit that fills 
the entire space of one of the 
rooms (pictured below). 
Gallery director, Andrew 


Nairne explained to me the 
‘sermon’ of the work: a bat- 
tered wooden bridge on stilts 
leading to a neatly furnished 
tree-house high in the air. 
The bridge had nearly col- 
lapsed but you could still get 
over it. I was told it was a 
parable of hope.’ 

Some say Christmas is like 


a huge priceless canvas por- 
traying mysterious yet irre- 
sistible hope. Personally, I 
like wondering about images 
in this way. I wonder about 
how to express the power of 
the Christmas story. One 
way of course is by loving 
deeds. Many readers of The 
DOOR will be involved in 
particular acts of mercy and 
kindness at Christmas, from 
visiting the sick, helping the 
homeless, befriending the 
lonely, creating a meal or a 
party for those who other- 
wise would eat alone. 

For the past ten years, I 
have lived and worked in 
inner city Paris. It was a 


poor, grimy, multicultural 
area, which at times felt like 
a scene out of George 
Orwell’s Down and Out in 
Paris and London , a book 
about the poorest of the 
poor in Europe. Every year 
our church would put on a 
Christmas-eve meal with 
wine and cabaret for around 


two hundred homeless peo- 
ple. I’ll never forget the priv- 
ilege of serving on those 
occasions. I remember seeing 
a Lebanese executive come 
in, invited by his brother. So 
moved was he by what he 
saw that it wasn’t long 
before he left everything and 
became a Christian. One 
year someone said to me that 
they thought it was like the 
kiss of heaven, and that’s the 
image I come back to again 
and again. 

The kiss of life 

I think of Christmas as the 
kiss of life for a world that is 
on the point of death. It is 


intimate communication 
from another world. 
Christianity is the story of an 
apparently distant God hear- 
ing a cry. If we listen, we can 
hear it too. The cry of the 
lonely, the cry of the lost, the 
cry of the sick and the suffer- 
ing, the shout on the streets, 
the cry of a youth culture 
madly searching for intima- 
cy. It is the cry of the age. It 
is the story of God stooping 
earthward with the kiss of 
life. 

The kiss of life is when a 
stranger blows air into a life- 
less corpse in mouth to 
mouth resuscitation. It is a 
shockingly intimate image, 
but vital: without it, in some 
circumstances, death comes 
quickly. 

In the same way, Christ 
coming into the world, God 
taking on the tent of a 
human body, is shockingly 
intimate if you think about 
it. But the Bible suggests that 
without this personal kiss of 
life from above we will all 
die. With it we live. The dif- 
ference is we have a choice to 
allow His love to touch us 
and invade our system. I 
pray that many will receive 
that intimate offer from 
heaven this Christmas. 

Charlie Cleverly 
The Revd Charlie Cleverly is the 
newly appointed Rector of St 
Aldate's, Oxford and the author of 
The Discipline of Intimacjr 
(Kingsway 2002) a book on prayer 
which explores themes parallel to 
those in this article. A review will 
appear in the February DOOR. 



Charlie and Anita Cleverly who 
ministered at an inner city church 
in Paris before coming to Oxford 



PARABLE OF HOPE? Knowing my enemy' by Tracy Emin showing 
at a new exhibition of her workcalled 'This is another place' is on until 
19 January 2003 at Modern Art Oxford in Pembroke Street, Oxford. 
Opening hours are Tuesday to Saturday 10am to 5pm, Sunday opens at 
noon and closed Mondays. Admission is free. 



The Centre for 
Jewish-Christian 
Relations 

offers an 

MA degree or Postgraduate Diploma 
in Jewish-Christian Relations 

on site in Cambridge or by Distance Learning, 
full or part time 

♦ 

Excellent rating from the Quality Assurance Agency 
Students of all ages and backgrounds welcomed 

♦ 

Modules include: Jewish and Christian Responses to the 
Holocaust; Jewish-Christian Relations in Europe in the 20th 
Century; Jewish and Christian Biblical Interpretation; The 
Land of Israel. 


Certificate Courses by Distance Learning 

For clergy and lay people 
Academic guidance by experienced tutors 
1 0 weeks per course. 3-4 hours study per week 

♦ 

Programme includes: Introduction to Jewish-Christian 
Relations, The New Testament and Jewish-Christian 
Relations. Responses to the Holocaust 

CJCR. Wesley House, 30 Jesus Lane, Cambiidge CB5 8BJ, 

Tel: (01223) 741048 

enquiries@cjcr.cam. ac.uk. www.cjcr.cam.ac.uk 


The Parish Church of All Saints and 
St. Mark’s, Binfield, Berkshire 

Parish Children/Youth Worker 

The parish has around 8,000 people and we 
have a church full of young families. 

We are looking for an enthusiastic committed 
Christian, experienced and trained in youth 
work, to help with our children’s work but 
with specific responsibility for the 1 4+ 

The successful applicant will be able to: 

• Relate and communicate well with young people 

• Plan, lead and organise a varied youth programme 

• Support and equip existing volunteer leaders 

• Provide pastoral care for the young people 

• Lead youth services and help with family services 

• Organise holiday clubs 

We are offering: 

• A three year contract 

• 3 bedroom house 

• Salary dependent on experience and qualifications 
Please apply with CV Et profile to: 

Jan Watts, “Sunnvridge”, Hill Farm Lane, 
Bmtield, Berks RG42 5NR. 

Closing date for applications: 31st Dec 2002 



An inspirational & 
elegant gift. 

Imposing carved 
wood effect Praying 
Hands set against 
a cream background 
in recessed medium 
pine frame. 

Width 22.5 cm height 
28 cm depth 3.5 cm 


from C0U1SC0 


74 Ravenshill 
Road, Yardley 
Wood, 
Birmingham 
B14 4HG 
phone/fax: 

0121 430 7699 
e-mail: 

collesco@aoLcom 


To order send postal 
order/cheque for £17.50 + 
£ 3.50 p+p to address 
shown or contact us for 
further details. Please 
allow 14 days for delivery. 
Full money back guarantee 
if not satisfied. 

Guaranteed delivery for 
Christmas if order received 
by 5th December 
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The Mysteries 

Old Fire Station Theatre, George St, Oxford 
Tues 10 - Sat 14 Dec 7:30pm 
Sat mat, 2:30pm 


Christopher Denys, of Bristol Old Vic, makes 
an ancient tale resonate powerfully with 
modern audiences in this epic adaptation of 
the tale of the origins of Christianity. 

The Mysteries uses song, music and 
ensemble cast to bring the ultimate 
Christmas story to life from creation to the 
miracle of the resurrection. 

Book your tickets early for one of the first 
performances outside of Bristol. 

Tickets £8 / £6 box office 01865 297170 



. JH 5 ,P Q CtR. ^ P E C E MBE R 2002 


7 


Competition 


Letters 


to the editor 


Bring back grace full eating 

For Christmas dinner 

We thank thee for the 
blessings received dur- 
ing the days that are 
gone , and ask they 
divine blessing upon 
this our food here and 
over Christmas , for 
Jesus’ sake Amen 

DO you say grace before meals? And what if you are 
eating in a restaurant or on a picnic or in an aero- 
plane, do you say grace then? Or do you perhaps only 
say grace on special occasions like weddings or 
Christmas? Or perhaps you never say grace at all? 
Perhaps you feel saying grace belongs to another era or 
is faintly embarassing or pretentious. 

Dr George Carey, the retiring Archbishop of 
Canterbury, called for a return to the practice of say- 
ing grace before meals to strengthen our family life. 
With that in mind The DOOR is holding a ‘Grace 
full eating’ competition. 

We invite you to write a grace for a specified meal 
of your choice. This could be a birthday party, a 
snack in a fast food restaurant, a pub lunch, even a 
sandwich by yourself on an bench in the park. 

The grace must be no longer than 50 words and it 
must specify the occasion/place. Your name and 
address, and, if you are under 16, your age should 
appear on the back. We are offering two prizes, one 
for spiritual content and one for originality whether of 
content or loction. Winners will receive a copy of 
Graces Old and New from Oxford (Stonesfield Press) 
by the late Macdonald Ramm. A grace and an illus- 
tration by Rosalie Brown from Mac’s anthology 
appear above. For the best under 12 entry the prize is 
a copy of the new Lion Bible for Children (see page 
19). A selection of graces, including the winning 
entries, will appear in the February DOOR. 

Entries should reach The DOOR, Church House, North 
Hinksey, Oxford, 0X2 ON B by 6 January 2003. 



Thought for Christmas 

Could we but make a little space 

to spend in contemplation 

that God became a human child 

to share in His creation 

we would mix thankfulness and awe 

with all our contemplation. 

Diana Good 

Diana Good, whose poetry has appeared in magazines and anthologies, 
lives in Stone near Aylesbury. For 12 years she has also been a local DOOR 
deliverer but has just decided to retire. We are most grateful to her and to 
all who help distribute The DOOR. 


A new perspective on the Bishop’s book • thanks for Christ Church tea parties • 
global warming and climate change • where have all the bikers gone • changing gear 


Sensible debate is impossible. 
There are other instances. 

Surely, one cannot meet 
outsiders purely on one’s 
own ground and expect them 
to ignore what is for them a 
real and major problem. 

. Surely, this has to be 
addressed, because Christians 
do draw their whole faith 
and their responses to others 
from this Book. We must 
meet complexity with a com- 
plex response. 

Bob Saunders 
Slough 


Fifty years of service 

May I through the DOOR 
say how much the events of 
1 October and presumably 
the 2nd were appreciated. 

The organisation and pro- # 
gramme was excellent and 
most welcoming. Its good to 


that we do still belong and 
are appreciated, if not ver- 
bally by parishioners, but by 
the Diocese. ‘To labour and 
not to ask for any reward 
save that of knowing we do 
thy will’ 

A timeless virtue. 

K.RS. 

Witney 


Investigate the facts 

With reference to section 4 
of One World.. .into Action 
in the October DOOR. 
‘Global Warming’ is more 
accurately described as cli- 
mate change by scientists 
generally who acknowledge 
that, while it is very difficult 
to predict it with any degree 
of accuracy, it is compara- 
tively simple to measure 
what has happened in the 
past. Doing so indicates that 


14 September (letters to the 
Editor, November 2002). 
The event is a wonderful 
opportunity for churches to 
welcome visitors, and for 
outsiders to visit churches 
they might not otherwise be 
able to enter. I’m sad to 
report that there is a disap- 
pointing story from the 
other side. I was one of a 
rota of volunteers who 
manned our church of St 
Francis of Assisi, Terriers, 
throughout the day on 14 
September. We had a warm 
welcome to give, with 
drinks and biscuits to offer 
as refreshments. Alas, we 
had not a single visitor all 
day. 

Tim Edmonds 

High Wycombe 


Changing not moving 


Getting outside the box 

I have just read Bishop 
Richards’, God outside the 
box. This book is aimed at 
Church people to give a per- 
spective on the problems of 
those in or out of the Church 
who have trouble with the 
Christian religion. The author 
categorizes such people, ‘with 
a strong set of values, an inter- 
est in self-development and 
great difficulty with aspects of 
traditional religion, especially 
the monotheistic (or ‘Book’) 
religions’. These people might 
also read the book of course. 

In discussing what people 
find difficult, the author goes 
to great lengths to try to meet 
the criticisms and to offer 
alternative perspectives. But 
there remains a major prob- 
lem for them, the Bible itself. 
The objections here have not 
been addressed. For the spiri- 
tual non-member reading this 
book, the biblical texts used 
may seem irrelevant because 
these texts may present great 
problems to them. Would they 
even continue to read? 

For those looking at the 
faith and the Bible from out- 
side, the perspectives drawn 
from the reading of the Bible 
seem to cause the authors’ 
‘problems’. The Bible has, for 
them some of the problems 
below: 

The hermeneutic difficulties 
of trying to understand what 
people thousands of years ago 
actually meant. 

The bloodthirsty language 
of the Old Testament (and 
consider the present situation 
in Palestine). 

The number of transla- 
tions, and the culture of each 
translator - updates are 
made by the winner, or by 
some one who wants to 
make a particular point. 

The annoying habit of 
those within Christianity to 
depend on the Bible and 
texts - often taken out of 
context - to ‘prove’ their 
point. The text is absolute 
and no argument possible. 


feel appreciated 50 years is 
a long time to accomplish. 
The welcoming by the head 
verger with his cheerful dis- 
course on ‘50 years ago’ 
was most entertaining, its 
good to have such a person 
holding this office. After 
spending time exploring the 
Cathedral we gathered in 
the Great Hall where we 
enjoyed a marvellous tea, 
while the Bishops moved 
around the Hall chatting to 
us. It was satisfying to share 
experiences with others of 
the Diocese, and most were 
happy that we had survived 
the traumas of change over 
the last 50 years and more. 
We ‘old ones’ are quite a 
cheerful lot and were 
pleased to share the enjoy- 
ment of parish life over the 
past years with each other. 

The grand finale was tra- 
ditional Evensong with the 
Cathedral choir lifting us to 
the realms of glory with 
their beautiful voices. So 
body, soul and spirit were 
amply served on this grand 
occasion. 

Then we returned to our 
parishes feeling honoured 


rises in temperature precede 
increases in the levels of car- 
bon dioxide in the atmos- 
phere. Such a finding has led 
many to question the advis- 
ability of implementing the 
Kyoto Protocol, the cost of 
which is considerable. 

It has been estimated that 
the world wide cost of 
implementation for one year 
would cover the cost of pro- 
viding clean drinking water 
and proper sanitation for 
everyone in the third world 
who lacks it. That really 
would be into action for one 
world! 

The Oxford Diocese 
would do well to investigate 
the facts more thoroughly 
before making commitments 
which may be inappropriate 
and misdirected. 

Shirley Stapleton 
Abingdon 


Nobody to welcome 

I sympathise with Sue 
O’Hare and her problems 
with not receiving a wel- 
come from some of the 
churches she visited during 
the sponsored cycle ride on 


While on the whole I love 
your headlines, I think your 
line about Andrew Gear 
changing jobs was not quite 
right. If it implies, by ‘mov- 
ing up a gear’ moving from 
being a Diocesan Youth 
Advisor to being a Diocesan 
Parish Development 
Advisor is any kind of 
upwards move, or moving 
from one speed to another 
speed, or from one area of 
work to another area of 
overwork, you are, and 
your readers would be, 
greatly mistaken. The post 
of Diocesan Youth Adviser 
is absolutely essential to the 
work of the department and 
one of the essential posts 
for keeping us all in touch 
with youth culture and 
emerging Church. 

Keith Lamdin 

Diocesan Director of Training 


We received a number of let- 
ters about Israel and 
Palestine which we are 
holding over until the next 
issue owing to lack of space. 
Please keep writing to us but 
the shorter the better! 


PReiirin^P 

Let your vestments provide an income. 
Jackson Leng 

Telephone: 01892 891473 

Website: www.churchshop.co.uk 


3rd Millennium Artists 

Artists in Stained Glass 


David Wasley ma.atc.dipad.fmgp 
Conservator & Restoration Specialist 


0 1494.7 73 712 
www. 3rd millennium artists, co. uk 


BANBURY PRIVATE AMBULANCE 


We hire wheelchairs, crutches, 
commodes and zimmer frames. 

We also sell reconditioned wheelchairs. 
Wheelchair, stretcher and ambulance 
transport available including Christmas 
Day and Boxing Day. 


32 HOWARD ROAD, BANBURY 

Tel/Fax: 01295 259189 or 
Ambulance Phone: 0794 1021612 


Kanavan & Wingfield 

CHARTERED ARCHITECTS • INTERIOR DESIGNERS 

2 Portland Road, Waterlooville P07 7TN 
Telephone: 023 9226 3687 Fax: 023 9224 0371 
Email: johnw@kanwing.freeserve.co.uk 


Wishing all our clients and 
friends in the ‘ Diocese a 
joyous and holy Christmas. 


IMPROVE YOUR SINGING 

Experienced singing teacher, 
just moved to East Hendred, 
seeks pupils, both beginners 
and more advanced. 

Telephone: 01235 821509 


This 168 page book may save 
your life or that of a loved one. 

THE HEALING POWER 
OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

Dr. Garrie F. Williams 

Carefully researched. Well 
documented spiritually and 
medically. True life stories 
of hope and healing. 
Only £12 with free postage. 

Inrltr pine 1211 SSI SS7I 


SENDING 

GOODS 

OVERSEAS 

Including personal effects, 
books and full container 
loads. Enquire about our 
special rates for churches, 
charities and students. 

Freight Services 
International Ltd. 

Telephone: 01332 347478 

(24 hr answerphone) 

or email us at 

fsiltd@aol.com 


National 
Fruit Specialists 

Over 300 apple varieties 
on M26 8ft , and I many on M27 4ft) 
Patio Trees, Upright Cordons, 
Family Trees of Cherry, 
Plum, Apple, Pear, Peach 
and so much more! 

Lots of Special Offers 

FREE SPECIALIST CATALOGUE AVAILABLE 

DEACONS NURSERY (CP) 

Godshill, Isle of Wight P038 3HW 
01983 840750 (24 hrs) 

Tel. 01983 522243 Fax. 01983 523575 

'Email: deacons. nursery® 
btopenworld 
.com 


Pre-school Helper 

required by 

Small Friendly Christian Playgroup 

in Tylers Green, Nr. High Wycombe 
We operate Mon, Thurs, Fri-am. Term time only. 

Ring: 01494 814347/01494 812117 


COUNSELLING 

rev: heather mcgivern 

Short or long term counselling by 
experienced and qualified practitioner. 
Spiritual direction also offered. 
Registered with BACP b UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 


Career coaching 

To help you to find 

♦ an employer who values you and your skills 

♦ more rewarding and interesting work 

♦ improved career prospects 


Susan Turnbull BSc FCIPD 
32 Woodgreen 
Witney, Oxon 0X28 1DJ 
Tel/fax: 01993 703596 
e-mail: smht2@tutor.open.ac.uk 
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HOLIDAY 

esiderifial & non-resident foP 


- RY A sailing courses - beginners to instructor 

- BCU canoe courses - learn to paddle and 
explore the Island's unique rivers A creeks 

- combine sailing, canoeing A walking 

- relax by the river Medina 


Individuals A Families 
Church Groups 
Youth Groups 
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Samson Windows 


High security PVCu Aluminium Windows, 
Doors and Conservatories. Secondary Glazing. 
Box sash vertical sliding windows 


We're successful because we're different! 

NO DISCOUNTS FOR QUICK DECISIONS - We want you to 
be sure. 

NO SHOW HOUSE' SPECIAL OFFERS - We'll do a superb 
job anyway. 

NO '6 WINDOWS FOR £1.500 - (plus another 50% for 
essential extras!) 

NOTHING 'FREE' - Except information and advice in fact 

NO NONSENSE AT ALL - Just excellent quality, workmanship 
& value guaranteed to secure your recommendation. 

Telephone (01628) 524469 
FREEPHONE 0800 146165 
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Wedding and 
Bridesmaid Dresses 





Ready Made or Made to Order 
Ranging from size 8 to 24 

Hire or purchase 
Wedding Dresses from £200 
Communion and Bridesmaid Dresses 
(Children's and Adults from £50) 

Large stock available for viewing 
Also alterations undertaken 
Full range of Bridal Shoes at Discount Prices 

Telephone: 

Jennie's Bridal Wear 

Reading (0118) 9506959 


J 
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SARUM 

College 

MA IN CHRISTIAN 
SPIRITUALITY 

(In assoc, with the University of Wales, Lampeter) 

"what a joy to study spirituality in an academic 

setting" 

Now taking applications 
for October 2003 

The course offers: 

• Part-time modular study over 3-5 years 

• Flexible entry requirements for mature students 

• Single modules / Certificate / Diploma IMA 
through short residential intensives 

• Ecumenical teaching staff 

For further details and an application form, 
please contact: 

Academic Secretary, Sarum College, 

19 The Close, Salisbury, 

Wiltshire, SP1 2EE. 

Tel: 01722 424827 

Email: vc@sarum.ac.uk 
Website: www.sarum.ac.uk 

Registered Charity 309501 


astoral care in the parishes can include: visiting sick or 
distressed people, supporting those recently bereaved, offering a 
listening ear whether in the church drop-in centre or after 
Sunday service, befriending people who are anxious or 

ft 

depressed, prayer ministry to people in church and/or their 
homes, supporting those who feel suicidal, offering spiritual 
care to older people, especially those who are housebound. For 
Jo Saunders, Oxford Diocesan Social Responsibility Officer , 
pastoral care means a willingness to be 7 a fool for Christ 7 and 
'to minister to people in all the messiness of life 7 . 
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Pastoral care 


‘A remarkable exercise of Christian ministry 7 

JO SAUNDERS, the Diocese's Social Responsibility Officer retires at the end of this month. In her eight 
years at Diocesan Church House she has moved social mountains on the smallest of budgets. Her courage, 
mediation and administrative skills and above all her passion for social justice are legendary. This centre 
spread, which touches on some aspects of her work, is dedicated to her. 



JO Saunders’ contribution to 
social responsibility issues in 
the three counties has been 
immense and has crossed the 
boundaries of churches, reli- 
gions and communities. It has 
been a remarkable exercise of 
Christian ministry on her part. 

She has created contacts and 
networks and has been an 
ideal social responsibility offi- 
cer, quickly recognising that, 
with limited resources, her 
energy should be devoted to 
supporting and enabling the 
experts and those at the grass- 


roots to do their work. This 
she has done in a way which 
has been a model to us all. 

She has followed up her ini- 
tiatives and been solicitous in 
her concern for the welfare of 
the various groups with whom 
she has worked, always meticu- 
lous in her preparations and 
always sufficiently involved to 
offer support which arises from 
intimate knowledge of the 
work of the groups. 

Jo has been tenacious in sup- 
porting those promoting equal 
opportunities and the rights of 
workers, and she has righdy 
insisted that the Church should 
set an example and not try to 
shirk its responsibilities. 

It has been my privilege to 
work with Jo, to leam from her 
ways of working and to catch 
something of her enthusiasm 
for a practical demonstration of 
God’s righteousness and peace. 

Christopher Rowland 
Chairman BSR 1996 - 2000 


Persistence helps launch worthwhile Tandem 


WE should like to record our 
warm thanks to Jo for her help 
and persistence in enabling us to 
establish Tandem, a befriending 
project for people isolated by 
mental distress. The BSR 
offered backing to enable us to 
start fund-raising before 
Tandem was established. 

In November 1999, we were 
able to employ two part-time 
co-ordinators, who run the 
twice-yearly training courses in 
mental health befriending skills, 
and supervise the befriending 
partnerships of which there are 
ten at any one time. We could 
do more if we could afford more 
co-ordinator time: the money 
runs out next spring. 

The types of support offered 
through befriending across 
Oxfordshire include someone to: 
talk to, go walking, go to the 
theatre, the gym, the pub or 
sightseeing with. Befrienders 


have encouraged their partners 
back into work, further educa- 
tion or other activities. Asa lives 
in Oxford with her husband. 

Both work at the University. Her 
Tandem partner, also a scientist, 
has anxiety, depression and 
anorexia. She had to wait a long 
time for a befriender and was 
very low in spirits when the 
partnership started. The plea- 
sure these women get from their 
friendship is remarkable. Asa did 
not know Oxford so her partner 
has ‘tour-guided 1 her around. In 
line with Tandem's principles, 
the relationship is an equal one. 

In Oxfordshire Social 
Services 2001 review of mental 
health service users' needs 
befriending came second only to 
day-centres as the service that 
they would find most helpful. 

Margaret Coombs 

Chairman, Tandem 
Management Committee 


Vote of profound respect 

JO Saunders' committed, 
patient, perceptive and creative 
work over eight years as the 
Diocese's Social Responsibility 
Office has touched, enlarged and 
enriched the lives of thousands 
of lay people in our three coun- 
ties. All of us in this Diocese owe 
her a lasting vote of profound 
respect and warm thanks. 

Martin Conway, 
Chairman BSR 

Practical compassion 

THE wonderful thing about 
working with Jo Saunders in our 
Pastoral Care Forum was not 
only did she have a feeling for 
other's needs, but with her prac- 
tical compassion I would know 
that before the meeting was over 
we would have moved forward 
doing something which needed 
to be done. What she did was 
always done simply right and 
with good humour. Thanks Jo! 

Beau Stevenson 
Diocesan Pastoral Care Adviser 


Sense of righteousness 

ST Augustine said that hope 
has two beautiful daughters, 
'Anger' and 'Courage'. Anger 
at the way things are and 
courage to see that they do not 
always remain that way. Jo is 
an 'angry' person whose faith 
and ministry has been about a 
passionate sense of righteous- 
ness and Christian love in the 
face of injustice, poverty and 
discrimination. Jo is also a 
courageous woman willing to 
speak up wherever these occur 
whether in the Church, the 
community or society at large. 
Combined with a sense of 
humour this has made Jo a 
valuable colleague from whom 
I have learnt a lot during the 
last few years of working with 
her through BSR. 

Glyn Evans 

Diocesan Rural/Regional Officer 


SASH 

NEARLY 7000 people in Great 
Britain commit suicide every 
year. An estimated 160,000 
attempt suicide. Young male 
suicide attempts have doubled in 
a decade. Farmers, vets and those 
living in isolation or feeling isolat- 
ed are seen as high risk groups. 

Yet there is a high degree of 
ignorance and the most recent 
Church of England report on 
the subject, Ought Suicide to be 
a Crime? came out in 1959. 

SASH, the Diocesan Group 
concerned with issues of suicide 
and self harm, began after a 
continuing ministerial education 
workshop in 1995. A small 
group, under my chairmanship 
was set up as a result. The CM E 
workshop was led by Chris 
Tadman- Robins an Oxfordshire 
non-stipendiary priest who has 
researched suicide and the 
Christian response for a doctor- 
ate. H is book, Suicide - the Last 
Taboo came out in 2001. 

SASH’s aims 
The SASH group exists to: 

1. Encourage theological 
thought about suicide. Is it 
always wrong? What does the 
Bible say on the subject? 

2. Support those affected by 
suicide including those taking 
the funeral and in pastoral care. 

3. Encourage awareness of the 
possibilities of suicide, especially 
in high-risk groups. 

SASH has worked in colleges and 
schools and spoken to deanery 
groups. We have links to the 
Rural Stress Information 
Network and other pastoral 
care groups. 

Ivor Cornish 

You can reach Ivor, an NSM of The Lee, 
Hawbridge w Cholesbury and St 
Leonard's, Bucks on 01296 630345. 


Family Life Group 

Within FLAME are two sub- 
groups: 'Family Life' and 
'Marriage Education'. The 'Family 
Life' group have the responsibility 
of supporting and resourcing 
work with families in the parishes. 
We are here to help with family 
matters, so please make use of us. 
You can contact us through the 
BSR on 01865 208214. 

Bekah Little 

Bekah is NSM Curate St Mary w St 
Laurence, Reading 
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diary 


DECEMBER and JANUARY 


The Lord is near. Do not worry 
about anything , but in every- 
thing by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known to 
God. Philippians 4:5 - 6 

Let us pray to the Father for. 

First Sunday of Advent - 
World Aids Day and 
Children’s Cancer month 

Sun 1st Those who are dis- 
abled in any way, for those who 
teach, employ and care for them, 
that our parishes will be sensitive 
to providing full access to the 
activities. 

Mon 2nd Aylesbury Deanery. 
With thanksgiving for the dean- 
ery plans to develop shared min- 
istry. The Aylesbury town wide 
vision connecting with people in 
their communities through work, 
fitness and health, learning and 
youth. For guidance and strength 
for those who serve in leader- 
ship. For area dean Tim Higgins: 
synod lay chairman - Roger 
Harwood; clergy - Vincent 
Strudwick; LLM for the deaf - 
Ursula Coles. 

Tties 3rd International Day 
for Disabled People 

Aylesbury Team Ministry: clergy 

- Tim Higgins, Diana Glover; 
Peter Faulkner; Anne Faulkner, 
Peter Atkinson, Liz Welters. 

Wed 4th Aylesbury Walton 
Team Ministry: clergy - Steve 
Williams, Rose Williams, 
Laurence Meering; LLMs - Alan 
Foster; Martin Roper: Broughton 
wardens during the vacancy - 
Clive Corbould, David 
Frankland: parish evangelist - 
Rupert Hankey C.A; lay pastor - 
Roger Axtell; reader emeritus - 
Betty Schweir. 

Thurs 5th Bedgrove: clergy - 
John Maskell; LLM’s - Marie 
Carey, Joe Groat. Bemwode - 
Brill, Boarstall, Chilton, Dorton, 
Ludershall, Wotton Underwood 
and Ashendon; clergy - Tina 
Stirling, David Wallace, Antony 
White. 

Fri 6th Haddenham with 
Cuddington, Kingsey and Aston 
Sandford: clergy - Chris 
Denham, John Race; LLMs - 
Pam Halliwell, Joyce Harvey, 
Colin Faiers-Nicholls. 

Sat 7th Long Crendon with 
Chearsley and Nether 
Winchendon; clergy - Roger 
Jackson, Arthur Taylor; reader 
emeritus - Stanley Green. 

Second Sunday of Advent 

Sun 8th Those who entertain 
us locally. For actors and all who 
work in radio, television and the- 
atres, including behind the 
scenes. 

Mon 9th Risborough Team 
Ministry: clergy - Paul Fiske, 
Mike Withers, Lissa Toze, Moira 
Spence, Andrew Meynell; LLMs 

- Tony Andrews, Geoffrey 
Stevens. 

Hies 10th Human Rights Day. 
Stone with Dinton and Hartwell: 
clergy - David Cooke. 
Worminghall w. Ickford, Oakley 
and Shabbington; clergy - Laura 
Wilford. 

Wed Util Chipping Norton 
Deanery. For the new benefices 
and appointments as they devel- 
op ministry together. For the 
training group in its work of 
how best to serve the local 
churches and their mission. For 
the considerations linked to a 
deanery young people’s worker. 
For the area dean - Stephen 
Weston: synod lay chairman - 
Ian Henderson. 

Thurs 12th Charlbury with 
Shorthampton: clergy - Judy 
French, Graham Canning: LLM 

- Penny Nairne. The Chase - 
Chadlington, Heythrop, Ascott- 
under-Wychwood, Spelsbury, 
Enstone; clergy - Mark Abrey, 
Nigel Hawkes; LLM - Malcolm 
Dick. 

Fri 1 3th Chipping Norton 
Team ministry: clergy - Stephen 


Weston, Hugh Williams, Tony 
Cannon, Tun Norman, Stephen 
Hayes, Leslie Manderson: 
licensed lay ministers - Elizabeth 
Allen, John Forrest, Mike Hall, 
Stephen Freer. 

Sat 14th Great Yew with Little 
Yew & Over Worton with 
Nether Worton: clergy - Robin 
Denniston. 

Third Sunday of Advent 
Sun 15th For those who work 
in the pharmaceutical industry, 
pharmacists and all working in 
chemist shops serving our local 
communities. 

Mon 16th Hook Norton with 
Great Rollright, Swerford and 
Wiggington: clergy - John 
Acreman, Christopher Turner; 
LLM - Janet Collins. 

Tties 1 7th Ramsden, Finstock 
and Fawler, Leafield with 
Wychwood and Wilcote; clergy - 
Jane Knowles, Brian Ford; LLM 
- Ruth Leeming. 

Wed 18th Shipton -under- 
Wychwood with Milton-under- 
Wychwood, Fifield and Idbury: 
clergy - Ron Curtis: LLMs- 
Anthony Cable , Bob Forster: 
wardens during the vacancy - 
Mike Brooks, Michael Hartley, 
James Burgis, John Yaxley, Tina 
Palmer. 

Thurs 1 9th Bradfield Deanery. 
For the filling of vacancies. For 
the newly ordained clergy. For 
guidance about the future of the 
deanery youth work project. For 
the area dean - Ralph Howell: 
synod lay chairman - Andrew 
Bond. 

Fri 20th Aldermaston with 
Wasing and Brimpton: clergy - 
Pete Steele. Basildon with 
Aldworth and Ashampstead: 
clergy - Mark Mills-Powell, 
Charlie Vere Nicoll, Anne 
Kiggell, Anthony Fothergill; 

LLM - Margaret Davey, George 
Hudson. 

Sat 21st Bradfield and 
Stanford Dingley: South End: 
clergy - Hugh Ellis, Rosemary 
Green: LLM - Brian Norris. 
Bucklebury: Marlston Chapel: 
Upper Bucklebury: clergy - 
Eddie Marquez: LLM - David 
Sammon. 

Fourth Sunday after 
Advent 

Sun 22nd All who work in the 
hotel and catering industry, espe- 
cially those in our local restau- 
rants and public houses who 
serve that others may have 
leisure. 

Mon 23rd Sulhampstead 
Abbots and Bannister with 
Ufton Nervet; clergy - Peter 
Dewey. Theale with Englefield: 
clergy - Geoffrey Borrowdale, 
Tom Ekin; LLM - Chris 
Braddock. 

Tties 24th Woolhampton with 
Midgham and Beenham Valence: 
clergy - Christine Redgrave, 
Elizabeth Oke; LLM - Thelma 
Caughey, Hanslip Long. 

Wed 25th Christmas Day 
Those who are lonely and think 
no-one prays for them. 

Thurs 26th Stephen, 
Deacon, First Martyr 
Those in our communities who 
are intimidated because of their 
faith in Jesus Christ. 

Fri 27th John Apostle and 
Evangelist Those in the 
Diocese called to evangelise. 

Sat 28th The Holy 
Innocents 

Those children suffering from 
abuse and neglect, the adults 
unable to care for them and 
those who are able to serve their 
needs. 

First Sunday of Christmas 
Sun 29th All who work in 
power stations and the electricity 
industry, especially those who 
will be working to keep our 
lights on and machines running 
during the holiday. 

Mon 30th Burghfield: LLMs - 
Lynda March, Amy Perry; war- 
dens - Jackie Fudge, Peter 
Sanders-Rose during the vacancy. 


Stratfield Mortimer and 
Mortimer West End w. 
Padworth; clergy - Paul Chaplin, 
Joseph Kennedy, Christopher 
Lea, Michael Oke, Charlotte 
Hetherington. 

Tiies 31st Pangboume w. 
Tidmarsh and Sulham: clergy - 
John Staples, Keith Gruneberg: 
LLM- Marion Collier. Purley: St 
John’s Chapel; clergy - Roger 
Howell, Jean Rothery, Andrew 
Mackie: LLM - Walter Watkins. 
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Wed 1st The Naming and 
Circumcision of Jesus & 
World Day of Peace 

Buckingham Deanery Group 
Ministry. For the implementation 
of their pastoral plan and the 
continued training of deacons 
recently ordained. For the 
benefice of West Buckingham as 
it seeks a new priest, and the 
parish of Waddon as it joins the 
deanery. That the outworking of 
our group ministry will be bene- 
ficial in furthering the work of 
Christ in this area. For the area 
dean - Hugh Kent: synod lay 
chairman - Juliet Rudolf. 

Thurs 2nd Buckingham - 
Beachampton, Buckingham SS 
Peter and Paul, Radclive cum 
Chackmore, Thomborough, 
Thornton with Nash; clergy - 
Kevin Ashby, Pauline Hardy, 
Michelle Morton: LLM - Pat 
Faulkner; John King: chaplains - 
Wendy Carey, Tim Clapton. 

Fri 3rd Lenborough, Adstock, 
Gawcott, Hillesden, Padbury: 
clergy - John Hudson, Jenny 
Shields. 

Sat 4th North Buckingham - 
Akeley, Leckhampstead, 
Lillingstone Dayrell, Lillingstone 
Lovell, Maids Moreton with 
Foscott: clergy - Hugh Kent, 

Jean Price: LLM - Margaret 
Culley, Jean Farmer. 

Second Sunday of 
Christmas 

Sun 5th Carpenters and furni- 
ture manufacturers, including 
those who made wooden items 
in our homes and work places. 
Mon 6th The Epiphany 
For our Bishops: Richard 
(Diocesan), Dominic (Reading), 
Mike (Buckingham), Colin 
(Dorchester). 

Ides 7th Stowe: clergy - Ron 
Bundock. West Buckingham - 
Biddlesden, Shalstone, 

Tingewick. Turweston, Water 
Stratford Westbury: wardens 
during the vacancy including 
Patricia Shillington, Clair 
Horsman. 

Wednesday 8th Cowley 
Deanery For new members of 
deanery synod. For real commit- 
ment to one another across our 
parish boundaries. For all our 
parishes as we seek a vision for 
the future. For the area dean - 
Elaine Bardwell; LLM - Philip 
Clayton: synod lay chairman - 
Patricia Michael. 

Thurs 9th Blackbird Leys, 

L.E.P; clergy - Anna Bindoff, 
Fleur Houston, Anne CSJB; com- 
munity worker - Jim Hewitt. 

Fri 1 0th Cowley Team 
Ministry: clergy - Stephen 
Hartley, John Tomlinson, Mark 
Harris, Wazir Chand, Margaret 
Anne A.S.S.P.: LLM - Eric Uren. 
Sat 1 1 til Cowley St John - SS 
Mary and John, St AJban the 
Martyr, St Bartholomew’s 
Chapel, St John the Evangelist 
(St Stephen’s House): clergy - 
Adam Romanis, Mark Blarney, 
Angela Forbes, Keith Lamdin; 
LLM - Janet Proudman. 

First Sunday of Epiphany - 
the Baptism of Christ and 
Plough Sunday 
Sun 12th Seed mei Jia its and 
all traders in the farming indus- 
try. For manufacturers and those 


who design safety features into 
machines used on our farms and 
gardens. 

Mon 1 3th Headington Quarry: 
clergy - Tom Honey, Alex 
Hughes; LLM- Deirdre 
Twycross. Headington; clergy - 
Michael Brewin: LLM - David 
Price. 

Tties 14th Headington St 
Mary: clergy - Jonathan Sewell; 
LLM- Bernice Adepegba. 
Highfield; clergy - James Cocke; 
LLM - James Larminie, John 
Lightbody, Eve Vause. 

Wed 15th Iffley: clergy - 
Richard Lea, Keith Eyeons, 
David Barton. Littlemore: clergy 
- Bernhard Schunemann, Sarah 
Coakley, Teresa Morgan, John 
Muddiman: LLM - Richard 
Chand. 

Thurs 1 6th Marston with 
Elsfield: clergy - Tony Price, 
Anne Holmes: LLMs - 
Robert Bruce, David Cranston, 
Ben Knighton. New Marston: 
clergy - Elaine Bardwell, Joanna 
Coney LLMs - Rosemary 
Rycraft, Juliette Day. 

Fri 1 7th Oxford St Clement: 
clergy - Bruce Gillingham, Penny 
Joyce, Vera Stinton: LLMs- 
Toby Garfitt, Kenneth Howson: 
youth worker - Chris Trent. 
Sandford-on-Thames: clergy - 
Robert Morgan: LLMs - Brian 
Andrews, Liz Shatford. 

Sat 18th Week of prayer for 
Christian Unity begins. For all 
‘churches together’ networks, 
local ecumenical partnerships 
and projects, that they may con- 
tinue to draw Christians of dif- 
ferent denominations to be one 
in Christ. For communication 
and reconciliation within 
Christian communities. 


Second Sunday of 
Epiphany 

Sun 1 9th Musicians and com- 
posers, especially those in local 
bands and orchestras. For those 
who teach drama and music to 
our children and young people. 
Mon 20th Maidenhead 
Deanery. For the development of 
the healing ministry in the 
parishes. For fruitful partnership 
between Christians of all denom- 
inations and the Royal Borough, 
other agencies and faith commu- 
nities. For discipleship that 
impacts and influences the world 
of work. For the deanery task 
groups considering mission to 
young people and training. For 
laughter and enjoyment in serv- 
ing Christ. For the area dean - 
Lee Rayfield: synod lay chair- 
man - David Dufour. 

Tiies 21st Bray: clergy - 
George Repath. Clewer: clergy - 
Ian Randall. Cookham; clergy - 
Michael Smith, Anthony 
Welling, Terrie Robinson; LLM 

- Charles Walmsley: youth 
worker - Dave Walker. 

# Wed 22nd Cookham Dean: 
clergy - John Copping, Philip 
Ind. Dedworth: clergy - Louise 
Brown, Dilys Woodmore. 

Thurs 23rd Hurley and 
Stubbings with Littlewick: clergy 

- Theresa Scott, Maurice 
Skinner, Roy Taylor: LLMs- 
Hilary Davis, Teresa Kennard. 
Fri 24th Maidenhead All 
Saints: clergy - Norman Brown, 
Rosemary Bragg, Robert 
Langton. Maidenhead St 
Andrew and St Mary 
Magdalene: LLMs - Ruth 
Knight, Jill Palfrey, Adrian 
Taylor: pastoral assistant - Chris 
Williams: churchwardens during 
the vacancy. 


Sat 25th The conversion of 
Paul. Maidenhead St Luke: cler- 
gy - Richard Holroyd: LLM - 
Bob Glen. 

Third Sunday of Epiphany 
- Homelessness Sunday 
Sun 26th For those who are 
homeless and those who care for 
them. For the voluntary and 
statutory agencies of the diocese, 
and their networks, working for 
the needs of the homeless. 
Monday 27th Holocaust 
Memorial Day Maidenhead St 
Peter: clergy - Lee Rayfield, 
Catherine Blundell, Nigel 
Sanders: LLMs - Edna Conibeai; 
Brian Rose, Pat Rose, Doris 
Swinbank: youth worker - John 
Collins. 

Tties 28th Maidenhead the 
Good Shepherd Cox Green: cler- 
gy - Vivien Brooks: LLM- 
Margaret Bird. 

Wed 29th New Windsor Team 
Ministry: clergy - Ainsley Swift, 
Mary Barnes, John Quick. 
Thurs 30th Old Windsor St 
Peter and St Andrew, Old 
Windsor St Luke Mission Room: 
clergy - Nigel Pocock: LLM - 
Mary Hutchinson. 

Fri 31st Waltham St Lawrence: 
clergy - Richard Nunn. White 
Waltham with Shottesbrooke: 
clergy - David Andrew. 

LLM = licensed lay minister 


November DOOR 

Apologies to Gary Noyes, the lay pas- 
tor at St Leonard’s Chesham Bois for 
leaving him out of the prayer list for 8 
November. Perhaps we could pray for 
him on 8 December! 



* Easily the best 
one-volume Bible 
commentary 
available. 7 

The Reader 



The Oxford Bible 
Commentary 

Edited by John Barton and 
John Muddiman 


HARDBACK edition 

1,488 pages, 0-19-875500-7. 

Special Christmas Offer, 
€&& £40 


I 


• A one-volume commentary to 
the entire Bible 

• Written by 70 leading scholars 

A milestone in biblical scholarship. 
Enormously helpful.’ 

The Expository Times 

A valuable and exciting resource. It 
deserves and richly rewards careful 
attention.’ Theology 

' It should prove invaluable not only to 
the priest and the student, but to the 
ordinary person in the pew.’ 

The Irish Catholic 

TO ORDER 

B telephone 01 536 741727 or 

I B e-maii f.ookorders@oup.com 
B Visit www.oup.co.uk/obc 
for further information 


CD-ROM version 

«r 

Use the power of your PC to 
access the complete content 
of the commentary. 

(Available in PC-format only.) 
0-19-924^52-6. 

Special Christmas Offer, 
£40 inc. VAT, 

Special offer 
available through all 
bookshops now, or 
direct from OUP. 

Offer closes 
31 January 2003 


OXFORD 

UNIVERSITY PRESS 


/ 
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Courses 


Ready to Serve 
7 December A 

vocations event with 
Bishop Mike Hill at 
St Mary’s Parish 
Hall, Princess Risborough 10 - 
2pm. A chance to meet others 
on the same journey - ordi- 
nands in training and inquirers 
to think about vocation to a 
ministry in the Church. 

Details from Andrew Meynell, 
(01844) 342556 or email 
ordbuck@oxford.anglican.org 

Stewardship 
Training 
Evangelism and 
Ministry 
7 December Led 
by the Revd Nick 
Parish at Dicoesan Church 
House Oxford, 10 - 4pm, £15. 
more details from Juliet Ralph 
(01865)208282 

St Michael’s Amersham- 
on-the-Hill 
Sun 1,8, 15 & 22 
December Amersham 
Compline by Candlelight during 
Advent, in the Lady Chapel at 
St Michael’s, Amersham-on-the- 
Hill. 6pm. All other evenings in 
Advent Compline will be cele- 
brated at 7.30pm. Details 
01494 726680 

Sun 1 9 January Embodiment 
- Finding God at the Heart of 
Things: ways into prayer, and 
the incarnation from the saints 
and mystics. Led by Revd Philip 
Roderick. 6pm - 8pm £5 per 
evening. 01494 726680 
3rd Sunday each month - Feb 

1 C. \4<ir 1 A Rr \yf«iv 1 8 Tun 1 ^ 




Milton Keynes Training 
Commission 

23 January The Anglican- 
Methodist Covenant: what are 
the issues? With Peter Ballantine 
at Freeman Memorial- 
Methodist Church, Buckingham 
Rd, Bletchley, 7.30pm. 

6 February The Church and the 
Local Press with the Revd Richard 
Thomas, 7.45 - 9.45 at Bradwell 
Chapel, Loughton Rd, Bradwell. 
£5.50, course no: SP 03/1. 

15 March Introduction to 
Preaching with the Revd Peter 
Ballantine and the Revd Roger 
James, 10 - 4pm at Bradwell 
Chapel, Loughton Rd, Bradwell, 
£15, course code: SP 03/3. 
Details: The Revd Peter 
Ballantine , Bradwell Chapel, 
Loughton Rd, Bradwell, MK13 
9 A A. Tel: (01908) 605892 
mkctc@tesco.net 

Wycliffe Hall Conferences, 
Oxford 

30 November Revd Alister 
McGrath on Heaven: an 
Illustrated History. 

1 February Revd Dr Graham 
Tomlin on the Provocative 
Church. 

Cost:£l6 each, to book email 
vicky. bancroft@wycliffe@ox.ac. 
uk or call (01865) 274205 



St Albans and Oxford 
Ministry Course 
CT 1 .2 Chrlstology and 
the Trinity (10 sessions - £50) 
The doctrines of the Trinity and 
Christology are traced from 
their patristic roots and their 
contemporary renewal is dis- 
cussed. St A: (9th Jan - 13th 
Mar) 7.05-8.05 pm Ox: (14th 
Jan - 18th Mar) 7.05-8.05 pm 

CH 1.1 The Early Church 

(5 sessions - £25). This course 
considers the development of 
the Church’s doctrine over the 
crucial period 313-450 AD Ox: 
(18th Feb -18th Mar) 8.20- 
9.20 pm St A: (13th Feb -13th 
Mar) 8.20-9.20 pm. 

CH 2.1 The Reformation 

(10 sessions - £50) This course 
considers how changes in soci- 
ety and the Church combined 
to bring about the Reformation. 
Ox: (14th Jan - 18th Mar) 
7.05-8.05 pm St A: (9th Jan - 
13th Mar) 7.05-8.05 pm. 

NT 2.1 Paul and the 
Emerging Church (10 sessions. 
- £50) How did Paul interpret the 
events of Christ’s death and resur- 
rection, and is it possible see of 
these events afresh through Paul’s 
eyes? Ox: (14th Jan - 18th Mar) 
8.20-9.20 pm St A: (9th Jan - 
13th Mar) 8.20-9.20 pm. 

CT 3.1 Ecclesiology (10 ses- 
sions - £50) How does our under- 
standing of ‘the Church’ influence 
our reading of history and our 
approach to contemporary chal- 
lenges? Ox: (14th Jan - 18th 


Can you help at Christmas? 


I 

1 The Ark 

1 4 Western Road, Wolverton, 

[ Milton Keynes, MK12 5AF 
. Contact: Sue Thomas 01908 
I 315955 

I This family style home for 
I vulnerable 16-18 year olds 
I welcomes donations of 
I money to buy presents, or 
I music tokens and toiletries, 

1 in fact anything which would 
1 make suitable presents for 
J young men and women. 

! Asylum Welcome 

I 276A Cowley Road 
I (entrance east side SMJ Hall). 
I Contact: Mercedes 
I Cumberbatch 01865 722082. 

I Offers advice and support 
I service for refugees and asy- 
1 lum seekers. ‘If you would 
1 like to help we need: cash 
donations; good quality 
. clean bedding and bed linen; 

I small non-electrical kitchen 
I equipment eg pans, china; 

I second hand bikes in work- 
I ing order (saves fares); chil- 
I dren’s toys and games. 

1 The Bridge Project 

1 5 Iffley Road, Oxford, 0X4 
j 1EA 01865 755414 
l Would appreciate any toi- 
■ letries, and tinned or dried 
I food (please phone first 
I before dropping supplies off) 

I Their day centre (01865 r 
I 201818) could use volunteers. 

I Churches in Reading 


welcome, especially gifts to 
give the women at 
Christmas. The centre is 
always looking for new vol- 
unteers and would welcome 
anyone coming to see what 
they do. People with craft 
skills and the ability to listen 
especially needed. 

Christian Aid 

To support Christian Aid’s 
ongoing Ethiopia Appeal 
telephone 0808 0005 005. 
For information go to their 
website: www.christian- 
aid.org.uk. 

Cornerstone 

Accommodation, 

22/23 Blackheath Crescent, 
Bradwell Common, Milton 
Keynes, MK13 8AD Contacts: 
Clare or Chris on 01908 
690096 

‘We provide homeless young 
people with a secure environ- 
ment, while they learn the 
disciplines of work or train- 
ing out in the community. 
Please contact us if you 
would like to help in any 
way. never picked up.’ 

Crisis at Christmas 

For donations 0870 Oil 3335 
www.crises.org.uk 
A charity which provides 
meals for the homeless. This 
year they are running ‘Open 
Christmas’ in London for 
two weeks providing meals 


prayer, donations of money 
and non-perishable food, and 
more prayer! 

The Gap 

23 Park End Street, Oxford 
01865 201818 Lindsay Jones 
Daytime service for young 
homeless people offering a 
valuable alternative to 
spending their days on the 
streets of Oxford. Donations 
of food, toiletries and espe- 
cially clothes, needed. 

The Gatehouse Northgate 
Hall, 

St Michael's^ Street, Oxford 
0X1 2 DU. Contact 
Andrew Smith 07773 333728 
or email admin@oxfordgate- 
house.org or website 
www.oxfordgatehouse.org 
This early evening drop-in 
centre for homeless people 
are having a Christmas ‘Give 
away’ and so would appreci- 
ate any NEW socks, gloves, 
hats, scarfs and also choco- 
late. They are also looking 
for long-term volunteers for 
whom training is given. 
Closed on Mondays and on 
Christmas Day 

Oxford Night Shelter and 
Luther Street Drop-in 
Centre 

P0 Box 177, Oxford 0X1 1SF 
01865 251744/250153 
Welcome volunteers who 
can commit to a few months 


after Christmas the centre 
will be moving to temporary 
accommodation, due to their 
present building being 
demolished. 

Parents And Children 
Together (PACT)* 

7 Southern Court, Reading, 
RG1 4QS. Contact: Sue Baker 
on 0118 938 7600 
PACT (Diocese of Oxford 
Council for Social Work) 
drop-in centres for disadvan- 
taged families in Reading, 
Bracknell and Windsor 
would be grateful for 
Christmas presents for chil- 
dren under five and their par- 
ents, and donations towards 
Christmas parties in mid 
December. The centres 
always need: magazines, 
books, scraps of wool and 
materials, sewing and craft 
items, good quality children’s 
clothes and toys, tea bags, 
coffee, sugar and biscuits. 

Steppin’ Stone 

All Saints Convent, St Mary's 
Road, Oxford 0X4 Contact: 

Ian Callaghan 01865 728545 
Day centre for homeless and 
vulnerable people seeking to 
improve their lives (formally 
The Porch). Christmas peri- 
od open as normal: 11.30am 

- 2pm every day except 
Wed, Mon, Tues, Sat also 4 

- 8pm; Thursday, Friday, 
Sunday also 6 - 8pm. 


1 

for asylum seekers, particu- 
larly those without access to 
state benefits. They welcome . 
financial help and dona- 
tions of food and household | 
products. | 

St Mary’s Church Aylesbury I 

Parish Office (01296) 1 

437641 

Christmas lunch in church 
on Christmas Day for any- 
one who wants to attend. 
Donations of food or help | 

preparing would be wel- | 

come. I 

The Salvation Army, I 

Albion Place (bottom of St 
Ebbes), Oxford 0X1 1QZ 
Majors Paul and Jacqueline 
Wright (01865) 246278 
Donations of new toys, gifts | 

and food would be appreci- | 

ated for the provision of | 

Christmas parcels. We also I 

provide Christmas Day ■ 

meals for the lonely and 
elderly, so donations 
towards this will also be wel- 
come. Gifts can be left at the . 

hall (Tuesday and 
Wednesday 10am - 2pm). | 

Donations cheques to the | 

Salvation Army can be sent I 

to the address above. If you I 

know of anyone who would 
like to go to any of the meals 1 
please also write to the 
address above. 

Simon House Hostel, P0 | 



st-michaelsamersham@o2 .co.uk 
www:oxford.anglican.org/paris 
hes/amershamonthebill 


ncip ai uaiiu. rwug \j iooj 

208213 for confidential conver- 
sation or email 

socresp@dch.oxford.anglican.org 


Details and booking forms : Mrs Dill 
| Pratley, SAOMC, Diocesan Church 
House , North Hinksey, Oxford 
| 0X2 ONB. (01865) 208260. 
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encouragement. 
All donations 



DECEMBER 

SUN 1 AMERSHAM Christingle 
Family Service and Tea Party 3pm 
at St Michael’s Church Amersham- 
on-the-Hill. A special moving and 
memorable service to celebrate the 
light of Christ’s love. In aid of The 
Children’s Society. Information: 
01494 580 077. 

SUN 1 SUTTON COURTENAY 

‘Music for Advent - 20th Birthday 
Concert’, All Saints Singers & 
Orchestra with Harp: Britten’s ‘A 
Ceremony of Carols’; Rutter 
‘Magnificat’; Salisbury-Byrd 
‘Reflections on an Avian Logo’; 
Spohr ‘Scherzo from Nonet’. At 
Parish Church on the Green 
7.30pm; £7(£6) Family £15. 
Details, Tickets (01235) 848205 or 
848719. 

SUN 1 BURNHAM The Messiah, 
performance from scratch, St 
Peter’s Church 6.30pm. Contact 
Pete Lewis (01628) 664521 if you 
would like to be involved as a 
singer, (rehearsal in the afternoon). 
MON 2 OXFORD Advent 
Celebration focusing on HIV/AIDS 
at Christ Church Cathedral, 
7.30pm. Details: (01865) 246818. 
SUN 1, 8, 15 & 22 - 
AMERSHAM Compline by 
Candlelight during Advent - in the 
Lady Chapel at St Michael’s, 
Amersham-on-the-Hill, 6pm. 
01494 (726680). 

TUES 3 End Debt on our 
Doorstep Lobby and Action Day. 
www.debt-on-our-doorstep.com 
WED 4 READING A festival ser- 
vice to celebrate Advent. Music for 
choir and congregation at 7.30pm. 
Sung by Reading Minster 
Midweek Choir at the Minster 


Church of St Mary the Virgin. 
WED 4 OXFORD Charity perfo- 
mance of Eugene Onegin by 
Tchaikovsky, Glyndebourne 
Touring Opera at Apollo Theatre. 
In aid of Royal United Kingdom 
Beneficent Association which helps 
elderly people to stay independent 
Tickets from £34 (01494) 562220. 
THUR 5 OXFORD St Giles’ 
Lunchtime Talks, 12.30pm in 
the Church. Refugees and 
Tolerance in an age of uncertain- 
ty with Dr Guy Goodwin -Gill. 
All welcome. 

THUR 5 WALLINGFORD 

Victorian Evening from 6 - 9pm, 
mulled wine and seasonal enter- 
tainment at St Mary’s Church. 
(01491) 838939. 

FRI 6 READING Light up a 
Life’ in the grounds of Duchess 
of Kent Palliative Care Centre 
(Liebenrood Rd) during a sea- 
sonal service at 6.30pm. Come 
to see the festive lights and 
Christmas tree. 

FRI 6 A SAT 7 TWYFORD 

Advent labyrinth at St Mary’s 
Church. Fri 9am - 9pm; Sat 9am - 
5pm. Details: (0118) 934 3909 

SAT 7 BOTLEY Cumnor 
Choral Society Christmas 
Concert at SS Peter and Paul 
Church, 7.30pm, tickets £5. 
Details: (01865) 553268. 

SAT 7 SLOUGH Euphonium 
Recital by Charley Brighton 
(BBC Wind Band) at St Mary’s 
Parish Church, 12 noon. Details 
(01753) 575766. 

SAT 7 CHIPPING NORTON 
The Christmas Oratorio sung by 
Chipping Norton Choral Society 
at St Mary’s Church, 7.30pm. 


Details (01295) 721522 
SAT 7 - & WINKFIELD 

Christmas Tree Festival and 
Christmas Music at St Mary’s 
Church, admire Christmas Trees 
decorated by various organisa- 
tions. At 7.30pm on 7 December 
there will be an evening of 
Music and Christmas Carols in 
the church. Details and tickets 
from Adrian Hoare (01344) 

SUN 8 OXFORD The Gospel 
of St John at Holywell Music 
Room, Holywell Street. Based 
on a modern translation of the 
Gospel of St John, this produc- 
tion uses drama, ritual, choral 
speaking and song. Details and 
tickets from Marigold Hutton 
(01865) 407490. 

WED 11 HENLEY on 
THAMES A Christmas Concert 
by Candlelight at St Mary’s 
Church at 7.30pm. Mulled wine 
served. Tickets and details 
(01491)642851. 

WED 11 TILEHURST St 
Mary Magdalen Church 
7.30pm Christmas Concert 
Reading Concert Singers and 
Church Choirs. Details (0118) 
9425290 

THUR 12 OXFORD St Giles’ 
Lunchtime Talks, 12.30pm in 
the Church. Life in Chains: a 
year as Lord Mayor by Maureen 
Christian. All welcome. 

THURS 12 BLACKBIRD 
LEYS A Service of Healing for 
Birth Crisis: for women who are 
unhappy after childbirth with a 
reflection by Sheila Kitzinger at 
the Church of the Holy Family, 
11am. Children welcome. 


The DoorPost is a supplement to 
The Door and is published by 
Oxford Diocesan Publications Ltd. 


Details: (01491) 613327 

THURS 12 OXFORD 

Licensing of the Revd Jan 
Rushton as Priest in Charge of St 
Michael & All Angels, Lonsdale 
Rd, Summertown, 7.30pm. 

THURS 12-15 ALDER- 
MASTON The York Nativity 
Play at St Mary the Virgin, 7pm 
and 8pm. Free tickets from V. 
Hall, The Gables, Church Rd, 
Aldermarston, RG7 4LR. 

FRI 13 MARCHAM The Cradle 
and The Crown at 7.30 at The 
Village Institute, Marcham MWF, 
Marcham Churches and Marcham 
School present Christmas music 
and readings. Contact Elizabeth 
Kirby on 01865 427837 
FRI 13 UPPER WOOL- 
HAMPTON Advent Retreat at 
Douai Abbey with the Revd 
Vera Sinton, 10 - 4pm. Details: 
(01844) 343442 

SAT 14 WITNEY A concert of 
Seasonal Music at the Methodist 
Church, High Street, 7.30pm. 
Tickets £5, children £2. Details: 
(01993) 868445. 

SAT 14 READING Christmas 
Concert with carols and read- 
ings at Christ Church, 7.30pm. 
Details: (0118)942 8238 
SUN 15 BLOXHAM Abridged 
version of Bach’s ‘Christmas 
Oratorio by the Church Choir at 
St Mary’s Church, 6pm. Details: 
(01295) 721463 

WED 18 READING Christmas 
Carol Service, Music for Choir 
and Congregation at 7.30pm. 
Sung by Reading Minster 
Midweek Choir at the Minster 
Church of St Mary the Virgin 
WED 18 READING St Agnes 


The Door is published ten 
times a year (not August 
or January) and is distributed 
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event included on the February DoorPost (there is no January DOOR), send 
details in writing to the address below. The deadline is 13 January 2003 


Church 7.30pm, Christmas 
Concert. Reading Concert 
Singers and Church Choirs. 
Details: (0118) 9425290. 

FRI 20 FINGEST Hambleden 
Valley, near Henley, Healing ser- 
vice with laying on of hands and 
anointing at Holy Communion 
10.15am (01491)571231. 

SAT 21 BEACONSFIELD 
Christmas Carols for audience 
and choir, Wooburn Singers 
conducted by Jeremy 
Backhouse, 7.30 at St Mary’s 
Church. Tickets £12 from 
(01753) 576088. 

SAT 21 MAIDENHEAD 
Christmas Band Concert, Band 
and Choir, Cox Green 
Comprehensive School, 7.30pm. 
Adults £5, children £2. Details: 
(01628) 638569. 

TUE 24 AMERSHAM Early 
‘Midnight’ Communion 8pm St 
Michael’s, Amersham-on-the-Hill. 
Family Service with carols, 
tableaux and Communion 10am 
Christmas Day. 

JANUARY 

SUN 3 AMERSHAM Beauty in 
Chants’ - simple but powerful 
service, drawing on contempla- 
tive Christian chants from around 
the world. 1st Sunday each 
month. St Michael’s, Amersham- 
on-the Hill, 6pm - 6.45pm. 

SAT 4 OXFORD The Return’. 
Try out a new musical by Roger 
Peach based on the Prodigal Son. 
Come to St Clements Family 
Centre 1.45 to 5pm. £5.00 
Contact Elizabeth Kirby on 
(01865)427837. 


SUN 26 OXFORD 

Homelessness Sunday, candle- 
light service around the streets of 
Oxford starting at Bonn Square 
at 4.30pm and finishing at the 
Gatehouse an hour later. Details 
Andrew Smith (07773) 333728. 

FEBRUARY 

Sat 1 AMERSHAM 

‘An evening of Organ 
Masterpieces’ at St Michael’s, 
Amersham-on-the-Hill, presented 
by Julian Larkin. Tickets £12 / £9 
concessions from the Parish Office 
-01494 726 680. 

Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 
Sundays 8am Holy 
Communion, 10am Matins 
and Sermon; 11.15am Sung 
Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 
Weekdays 7.15am Matins; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 
1.05pm Holy Communion 
on Wednesdays only 6pm 
Choral Evensong 6pm Sung 
Eucharist on Thursdays or 
Saints Days 

Christmas Services 

6 Dec Children’s Society 
Christingle, 2pm. 

23 Dec Christmas Carol 
Service, 7.30pm 

24 Dec Christmas Carol 
Service, 3pm 

25 Dec Holy Communion, 
8am, Sung Matins 10am, 
Sung Eucharist 11.15am, 


Notices 


Bishop’s Chorister Awards 

Once again, choir members 
throughout the Oxford Diocese 
will be preparing for the prestigious 
Royal School of Church Music’s 
Bishop’s Chorister Awards. The 
Junior Award is for choristers who 
are aged up to 15 years whilst the 
Senior Award has no upper age limit. 

The tests cover performance and 
musicianship in church music. In 
2003 they will be held at Bearwood 
College, Wokingham on Saturday, 
22 March and the closing date for 
applications is Monday, 20 January. 

Those achieving the award are 
known as Bishop’s Choristers and 
will receive their certificates from 
the Bishop during choral evensong 
at the Cathedral later in the year. 
They are also entitled to wear a 
special medal around their necks. 

Applications are welcome from any 
choir whether from a church or 
school, robed or unrobed. Organists 
and Choir Directors can obtain fur- 
ther information and application 
forms from Graham Vockins, 
Awards Secretary for the Diocese. 
Ring him on 01628 52 54 38 or 
email grahamvockins@hotmail.com 


Women in Mission 
24, 25, 26, 27 Feb Fiona 
Castle will be speaking at four 
venues on the theme of ‘Come and 
see, go and share’ - evangelism for 
all temperaments, 7.30pm at 
Oxford, High Wycombe, 
Bletchley, and Reading. Details: 
Penny Joyce on (01865) 790837 
penny@stclements.org.uk 


Article by Kenneth Kirk 

The Bishop of Grantham urgently 
wants a copy of an article written by 
Kenneth Kirk, former Bishop of 
Oxford about Samuel Wilberforce. If 
you can help please contact him on 
(01476) 564722 or send a copy to 
him at Fairacre, 243 Bauroby Rd, 
Grantham, Lincolnshire, NG31 8NP. 

30 surplus kneelers 

The ladies of Noke have been busy 
stitching tapestry kneelers, and as 
Noke church is small, they now have 
too many kneelers. A donation to 
church funds would be appreciated. 
Mrs Wilson (01865)377085. 
oxford parent imam project 
OXPIP is a new charity which pro- 
vides therapeutic support for parents 
and their babies in the first two years 
of parenthood. It aims to raise aware- 
ness of the needs of babies if they are 
to fully develop emotionally and intel- 
lectually. OXPIP believes prevention 
is better than cure and that early psy- 
chotherapeutic work with parent and 
baby can bring healing, gowth and 
the rewards of an emotionally engag- 
ing relationship. 

At this stage a Friends of OXPIP 
group is being formed to offer interest 
and sympathetic support with money, 
time, skills etc. Do come and bring 
your friends to an Advent Carol 
Service at Merton College, Oxford on 
Sunday, 1 December. Details about 
OXPIP 01865 778034, Friends of 
OXPIP 01865 862995. 



free of charge to churches in 
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire 
and Oxfordshire. 


Editorial address: The Door, 
Church House, North Hinksey, 
Oxford 0X2 ONB. 
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Fax: 01865 790470 
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Advertising 


TO ADVERTISE RING: 01527 892945 







Ground Floor: Split level sitting room/dining room • Fully fitted 
kitchen ‘Twin bedded room with en-suite bathroom 
• Terrace and plunge pool overlooking Flamingo Lake 
First Floor: One kingsize double bedroom • One twin bedded 
room • Bathroom • Small terrace and housing for washing 
machine • Steps to roof terrace 

The villa overlooks the tennis centre, there are two golf courses, a 
driving range, plus supermarket, restaurants, children's play 
grounds, swimming pools and miles of sandy beaches 

Competitive prices according to season 
~~ : Please call Ian or 

Judith Carter ^ip? THf 
01372 378270 * J? 

It j for further 

information cr 
reservations / 

~ ; - "^^Pil Ar.icarter.demon.ro juk IB 


Activity fiolidcjys benefit from time for reflection 


God rested from work on the seventh 
day, the Bible records; but today many 
people find themselves too pressed for 

time and stressed in mind to follow this 

• 

example. 

Contemporaiy UK culture demands achievement, 
having it all and instantly; admiring those who work 
and play hard. This emphasis often invades church 
life, leaving leaders who struggle to manage a neo- 
organisation rather than pastor God’s people and 
lead them forward in faith and outward in reaching 
others for Christ. 

When all age groups seek respite from study or 
work they may pick activity holidays for relaxation. 

A sport like sailing is an ideal way to acquire skills, 
have fun and experience thrills; rising above the 
mundane. 

Change of scenery and beautiful surroundings 
prompt consideration of God’s creation and lead 
naturally to wonder at the Creator. But real praise, 
worship and reflection requires time, space and rest. 
Jesus and His disciples drew aside for rest and 
prayer. 


Advertisement Feature 


CORNWALL 

Large Country House Hotel. 

Fine restaurant, resident pianists, leisure spa. 
Many bargain breaks. Central for Touring. 

Penventon Park Hotel 

Tel: Redruth 01209 203000 

Email: manager@penventon.com www.penventon.com 


Gatwick 3 mins 

Friendly, quiet B&B 
in garden setting 

Close to shops and restaurants. 
All rooms colour TV with tea/coffee 
facilities. Full English or 
Continental breakfast included. 
Secure holiday parking available. 
Courtesy transport by arrangement. 

Easy access from M25 - M23 
Tel & Fax: 01293 783363 


BAKEWELL 

3 bedroom detached 
cottage, 5 mins walk from 
town with parking. Sleeps 
6. Equipped to high 
standard. Pets welcome. 

Tel: 01246 238200 

www.elsholidayproperty.com 


KIBBLE VALLEY 

2 self-catering apartments 
in converted stable. 
Wonderful views. 
Sleeps 4-6. ETC ★★★★ 
Level 1 mobility access. 

Tel: 01200 445370 

piiko@higher 9 iiis.co.uk 

www.highergills.co.uk 


ATLANTIS 

HOUSE 

- ILFRACOMBE - 

B&B £20 pppn. 

En-suite bathrooms. 

No children. 

Pets by arrangement. 

01271 862405 


Country Cottages 

Wonderful countryside, 
close to sea, sleeps 2-10. 

BBS 

large Country Haase 

With extensive grounds. 
Ideal for coastal paths 8 
beaches. St Davids 8 
Haverfordwest. 

£19 pppn. 

Tel: 01437 710492 

www.cuffernmanor.co.uk 


QUALITY RESIDENTIAL 
FACILITY FOR HIRE 
(all year round) 

Sleeps 1 6 persons, Self 
Catering, single and bunk bed 
accommodation 

Location: Forest of Dean, Glos 
Ideal for youth Groups, 
Family Groups, 

School Groups 
Other adventure activities 
locally are; Canoeing • Caving 
• Mountain biking 
• Rock Climbing • Absailing 
• Pony Trekking • Fishing 
For further information 
please ring Sean 
on 01594 563072 


A good activity holiday can also provide these 
benefits; you can indeed “have it all”. Medina Valley 
Centre, is one such Christian holiday provider. 
Located on the Medina river near Cowes on the 
unique Isle of Wight the Centre offers residential 
(full-board) and non-residential holidays and 
activities including dinghy sailing, open canoeing, 
and walking. Some guests just relax and unwind 
making the Centre their base to explore the rich and 
interesting heritage, flora and fauna of the Island. 
There are dinghy sailing courses for ages 
8-80+ from beginners to advanced level at this 
Royal Yachting Association training centre, that also 
holds foundation status from Sailability, RYA sailing 
for disabled. 

Celebrating its 40th anniversary season in 2003, an 
integral part of the summer holiday programmes at 
Medina are optional Bible studies and time to 
reflect and discuss practical Christian faith and 
lifestyle issues. To return from holidays having 
gained an RYA sailing certificate but also refreshed, 
with inner peace from God and renewed in body, 
mind and spirit for future Christian life and service 
will have been true re-creation - holydays in the 
original meaning of the word! 


Dublin 

City Centre 

Parkway Guesthouse 
Family run, select & 
budget accommodation. 
Very reasonable rates. 

Tel: 003531 874 0469 


Wells/ 

Glastonbury 

Self-catering short breaks & holidays. 
Our cottages are comfortable, warm, 
cosy and loved. 

See: www.pottingshedholidays.co.uk 
E-mail: cjvbhhol@aol.com 

Tel. 01749 672 857 


CORNWALL 


Porthleven 


Beautiful South Cornwall 
Harbourside cottage 
Panoramic views of Sea 
& Harbour. Available 
throughout the year. 
Tel/fax: 01326 565034 


Lanzarote 

Playa Blanca 

2 bedroom villas (sleeps up to six) 
Own garden, patio & roof terrace, 
BBQ, full kitchen facilities. New 
complex with large pool. Quiet 
location. From £300 per week 
- all dates available. 
Phone Bill for further details 
on 01454 260619 


LONDON 

HAMMERSMITH. NICE B&B. 

Comfortable central family home, 

ideal base for sightseeing holidays, 
business events, exhibitions, 
church courses. TV in rooms. 

Continental Breakfast Direct line 
to all attractions & airports. 
Double/twin/triple £24 pppn. 

Single £34. Childrens reductions. 

Tel. (020) 7385 4904 


ALGARVE 


Luxury 3 bed Villa (all en-suite) 
Sleeps 6/8, near Carvoeiro. 
Own pool, all mod cons. 
Situated on Pestana Golf Resort 
Golf, Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 


Tel: 02380 265683 


DEVON 

FARM COTTAGES 

3 miles beautiful North Coast, 
2 miles Exmoor, sleeps 4-6, 
heated covered pool. 
Games Room. Peace and 
quiet in secluded 34 acres. 
Short breaks available. 

Tel: 01271 882376 


SHROPSHIRE 

STimoH miis 

Cosy cottages, fully equipped. 
Linen provided. Panoramic 
views. Dogs welcome. 
For brochure Tel: 

01694 722869 


KINGFORD HOUSE HOTEL 

Lynton 

♦♦♦♦ E.T.C. 

A warm and traditional welcome awaits you at our family run 
hotel, where you can enjoy excellent home cooked cuisine. 
Fabulously situated for touring Exmoor. Enjoy a Short or long 
term stay. Rooms available for permanent retired residents 
Telephone Tricia Morgan for Brochure and Tariff. 

01598 752361 


CHRISTIAN 

HOLIDAY 

CENTRE 

Nr. Honiton, Devon 

6 self-catering cottages 
from 6 bedrooms 
to 2 bedrooms 
Within easy reach of 
Sea & Moors. 
Phone for brochure 

01404 841238 


Beechfield House 

ETC ♦♦♦♦♦ (Guest Accommodation) 
Hotel & Restaurant 

A Comfortable Victorian Country House Hotel 
Set in 8 acres of Secluded Gardens. 

Dinner, Bed & Breakfast from £60 p.p.p.n. 
minimum stay 2 nights. 

Relax and unwind in our elegant and 
beautifully furnished, family owned hotel. 

1 mile away from the National Trust village of Lacock, 

15 miles from Bath and surrounded by the beautiful 
Wiltshire countryside. 

Please call for details 01225-703700 Fax: 01225-790118 

Website: www. beechfieldhouse. co. uk 
Email: csm @ beechfieldhouse. co. uk 
Beechfield House, Beanacre, Nr Melksham, Wilts SN12 7PU 


GATWICK - 8 mins. 

Family run B&B - AA 3 Diamonds. 
Transport & Parking by arrangement 
Brochure: Brian & Liz Pedlow 

Tel: 01293 546222 Fax: 01293 518712 

E mail: aprilcottage.guesthouse@tesco.net 
wnw.aprilcottageguesthouse.co.uk 
NON SMOKING 


LOURDES - ROME 
FATIMA - POLAND 
SHRINES OF FRANCE 
AND MUCH MORE 


Individual and Group travel 

CALL NOW FOR OUR 
2003 BROCHURE 


- RYA sailing courses - beginners to instructor 

- BCU canoe courses - learn to paddle and 
explore the Island's unique rivers A creeks 

- combine sailing, canoeing A walking 

- relax by the river Medina 


01732 886666 


Individuals A Families 
Church Groups 
Youth Groups 


TANGNEY TOURS 


% 
ABTA 

V2895 


Pilgrim House, Station Court 
Borough Green, Kent TNI 5 8AF 
Tel: 01732 886666 • Fax: 01732 886885 
E-mail: ttours@cix.co.uk 
Website: www.tangney-tours.com 
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AUTOSAVE « 




Choice of Colour 
Power Steering 
Central Locking ** 
Electric Windows 
Air Conditioning 


Colour: Blue 
Power Steering 
Radio Cassette 
Central Locking 
Electric Windows 


Similar discounts are available on other 
vehicles within the manufacturers range. 

Please note: all cars are for 
illustration purposes only 
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Pastoral care is the way God 
works though each one of us 

What is pastoral care? It is is not just for professionals. It happens 
when someone new steps into your church and meets someone. Canon 
Beau Stevenson, the Diocese's Pastoral Care Advisor, explains 

to the parish. Pastoral care is 
two-way. Sometimes we may 
think that the clergy are there 
to support us. Congregations 
can also provide pastoral care 
for their clergy by ensuring 
that they get a dear day off 
and take regular holidays and 
retreats with out feeling guilty 
for ‘deserting’ the parish. 


WHEN we think of pastoral 
care, we may think that it is 
something which is done by 
trained professionals. While it 
is true that different people are 
trained in different aspects of 
pastoral care, it is something 
which is shared by the Church 
as a whole. Pastoral care hap- 
pens when someone steps into 
your parish church for the first 
time and meets someone. It 
may be the person who is 
handing out the service sheets. 

What is pastoral care? 
Pastoral care is the practical 
support and concern, which is 
shown to an individual or 
group in the society by others. 
It is wide-ranging and includes 
everything from the structure 
of the Church to the particular 
acts of concern, which is done 
between individuals. It is not 
just an assumption. This 
assumption is that all of life is 
sacramental. An act is not just 
an isolated event, it tells us 
something about the person 
who is doing it. For instance, 
the way in which a visitor is 
handed a hymnbook and 
greeted says something about 
the nature of the Church in 
that place. As you are handed 
a hymnbook and service sheet, 
what does the act say to you? 
By the way in which it is done 
it may say: ‘You may be a 
stranger but you are welcome 
to our parish.’ It may say ‘We 
are so hassled in this place, that 
this isn’t really my job to hand 
out hymn books, so let’s make 
the best of a bad situation and 
get it over with as quickly as 
possible.’ 

Counselling and prayer 

Pastoral Care may include 
counselling and prayer and 
support groups. These are spe- 
cialised services for people 
with a particular need, it may 
be forms of support for your 
clergy so that they in turn may 
be able to give better support 


Four legged care! 

Because God created each of 
us differently, the pastoral care 
which we offer; may be unique 
to us. Maybe we have a green 
thumb and do the flowers 
around the church so that it 
looks welcoming. Some people 
offer pastoral care by stuffing 
envelopes or providing practi- 
cal skills in the kitchen. 
Recently in Episcopal Life , 
which is the American 
Episcopal Church’s equivalent 
to Church Times , there was a 
feature article on pastoral care 
provided by animals. Several 
churches had a church cat or 
dog, who would pad down the 
aisle during a service and seem 
to know by instinct who need- 
ed curling up next to on the 
church pew during a service. 

Stop and reflect 
What are the particular things, 
which you offer to others in the 
name of our Lord, which is 
special to you? Have you con- 
sidered further training in some 
other aspect of pastoral care? 

This centre page spread is 
about various aspects of pas- 
toral care. As you read it, you 
might be aware that the Holy 
Spirit may suggest something 
further or different to what 
you are already doing. Pastoral 
Care is the way God works 
through each of us, to say ‘I 
care for you, receive this prac- 
tical token of my love.’ 

Perhaps God is saying to us 
‘what you are doing is both 
thine and mine, so become 
aware of the holy which lies 
hidden in the ordinary.’ 


grew a pastoral team 


THE vision for developing a 
pastoral team in the Benefice 
of Shipton-under-Wychwood, 
Milton-under- Wychwood, 
Fifield and Idbury emerged 
inauspiciously from a couple 
of us enjoying kitchen table 
chats over coffee. We wanted 
to be a competent team of 
pastoral carers that could 
respond effective- 


ly to the pastoral by Rachel 

needs within our 

parishes not just 
an ad hoc group of people 
doing occasional visiting. Our 
vicar supported our proposal to 
organise an open meeting to 
ascertain the level of enthusiasm 
for establishing a pastoral team. 

It was recognised early on 
that an effective pastoral team 
would need to be well led (not 
necessarily by our vicar) and 
to take seriously things such 
as training, support and 
supervision. So at this first 
meeting we also wanted to 
gauge whether there were 
enough people with the time 
and commitment to share in 
our vision of what a pastoral 
team should be like. 

This meeting met with a 
positive response and from it 
we organised a course of 


seven seminars to introduce 
concepts of pastoral care 
within the Christian tradition, 
pastoral skills and listening 
attitudes. About ten people 
attended and it was this initial 
training (we have organised 
more since) that established 
the core membership of our 
team. We decided to organise 
regular meetings 


Freeth to take forward 
our ideas and to 


grow as a group. 

From these meetings (now 
about ten a year) we have 
developed a formal document 
that encompasses our aims, 
objectives, working practice, 
accountability and guidelines 
for pastoral care including 
confidentiality. Time is also 
allocated for mutual support 
and supervision. The need to 
look after our own emotional 
and spiritual needs with the 
help of someone experienced in 
this role is also acknowledged. 

Finally a leaflet to raise 
awareness of the team was 
delivered to every household 
in the benefice. In just two 
years we feel we have come a 
long way. 

Dr Rachel Freeth is a psychiatrist and a 
member of Shipton's PCC. 


Prepare for marriage with FLAME 

TWICE a year the Diocesan Family Life and Marriage 
Education (FLAME) group run courses for those who wish 
to offer Marriage Preparation in their parishes. On 
Saturday 2 November 25 people, both ordained and lay, 
discussed aspects related to marriage preparation and help- 
ful resources (some available from the BSR on 01865 
208214). The most important aim would be to offer cou- 
ples a sound basis for their marriage and the means to 
develop and grow together. This might be achieved by offer- 
ing ways of understanding and communicating with each 
other and the means to gain outside help if needed. No set 
course was developed but many elements which might be 
included were identified, allowing each parish to tailor a 
course which would suit their needs. Any course would 
include all who were asking for a wedding or service of 
blessing; the intention is to be inclusive and encouraging. 
Ideas suitable for small parishes or those with few weddings 
or blessings were that any course should be run as a dean- 
ery or ecumenically. 

Tony and Rosemary Whalley 

Tony and Rosemary Whalley are members of the FLAME group. Tony is also 
Vicar of Winslow. 


PICTURED LEFT: One hundred year old Mrs Edith Jeffrey, a resident at Brookfield Christian Care Home, Oxford 
with Sheena Cunnington. As the Home's Unit manager, Sheena contributed to the SCOP group many helpful 
insights into liaising with care homes. Photo by Frank Blackwell 


Citreon Saxo 1.1 Eastcoast 
3 Door 1999/V 
Approx 27,000 miles 

£ 3,999 

• Choice of Colour ♦ Radio Cassette 

• Immobiliser • 5 Speed 

Price £3,999.00 w 

Deposit £99.00 

Balance £3,900.00 

I nterest (APR 1 2. S%) £ 1 , 1 2 1 .40 

Balance £5,021.40 

Credit Fee £95.00 

Option to Purchase Fee £50.00 

Total Balance Payable £5,265.40 

60 months at £83.69 


Vauxhall Vectra 
1 .8 LS 5 Door 

2000/W 

Approx 39,000 miles 


Ford Focus 
1.6 LX 5 Door 

1999/V 

Approx 34,000 miles 


£ 5,999 


£ 6,999 


The spiritual care of older people 

TWO years ago a conversation in the hospital between a social worker and a chaplain led 
to an open meeting being held to discuss the spiritual care of older people. An article in 
the The DOOR attracted many responses from people who felt their needs were not 
being met by the church. ‘SCOP’ was formed and the committee has held regular meet- 
ings. A pilot survey of churches and residential and nursing homes within Oxford city 
was completed to discover needs and whether these were being met. Four training days 
have since been attended by about 30 people; topics included: communication, working 
with care agencies, death and bereavement, worship. 

The aim of SCOP is to develop a group of trained ministers, lay and ordained, to offer 
a specific ministry to older people. Residential and nursing homes would have someone 
who visited regularly; people who are housebound would be visited, maintaining links 
with church communities. This recruitment, training and matching operation, to be effec- 
tive, will need and appointed adviser/trainer to liaise with outside bodies, to recruit, train 
and supervise volunteers, to raise awareness and to maintain good practice. A gift day has 
raised a very generous donation from St Andrew’s Church, Linton Road., North Oxford. 
Other moneys are being sought. If enough is raised our aim is to spread this initiative 
across the Diocese of Oxford. In two years this particular seed has grown considerably. It 
is our hope and prayer that it will continue to grow and bear fruit. 

Stephanie Bullock 

The Revd Stephanie Bullock was, until recently, chaplain at the Churchill Hospital, Oxford 


PEACE OF MIND 

Free delivery nationwide on all new and used vehicles. 

All vehicles are guaranteed by our unique Used Car 
Programme with preparation to AA quality standards 
including 12 months AA Roadside, Relay, Relay Plus 
and Home Start cover. An AA branded report, 1 2 
months Parts and Labour Warranty and a full HPI check 
allow you to rest assured. 

www.autosave.co.uk 

Autosave, London House, 

Little London Road. Sheffield S8 OUH 

Tel: 0114 255 4040 s 

Fax: 0114 255 4949 

email: helpline(®autosave.co.uk § 
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18-19 Elton Road, Clevedon, 
North Somerset, BS21 7EH 
Tel : (01 275) 790060 

http://www.thehawthorns-clevedon.co.uk 


SECRETARY 
ST. JOHN’S COLLEGE 
OXFORD 

A suitably experienced person is sought to work with the Senior 
Dean and the Chaplain on a split-job basis. Normal secretarial 
and administrative skills are required as well as good computer 
skills and use of English. An ability to use simple desktop 
publishing, to design electronically leaflets, posters etc., and 
some knowledge of liturgy and church music would be helpful, 
but not essential. 

The successful candidate will have a mature outlook, a flexible 
approach and a sympathetic attitude to students. An ability to be 
discreet is essential. 

The post is full-time during each ten- week term, but during col- 
lege vocations considerably less hours will be needed. It may also 
be necessary on occasions to work in the general office. Salary 
will be on the University Clerical and Secretarial scale Grade 3, 
£12556-16826 per annum, pro rata to the hours worked. The 
College provides free lunches, but no parking facilities. 

Further particulars are available from the College Office (01865 
277318, college.office@sjc.ox.ac.uk) and from the College web- 
site (www.sjc.ox.ac.uk). Applications, including a full CV, should 
be sent to the Academic Administrator by 23 December 2002. 
Applicants should ask two referees to write by the same date to 
the Academic Administrator, St Johns College, Oxford Oxl 3JP. 
It is hoped that interviews will be held in mid January 2003. 

St.John's is an equal opportunities employer. 


Our Work is 


Caring.. 


Running nine residential 
and nursing homes 


Thank you. 

The Church of England Pensions Board (0D) 

FREEPOST Lon 898 
London SWiP 3YS 

Registered Charity No. 236627 


THE HAWTHORNS CELEBRATES 
SIGHT AWARENESS WEEK 


THE CHURCH 
OF ENGLAND 


PENSIONS BOARD 


offers security and peace of 
mind to all those retired from 
the stipendiary ministry, 
including Clergy Widows and licensed lay workers. 

Many of our pensioners may need help to pay for their 
care. Your donation or legacy will help us to continue 
this much needed work for those who have cared for 
others in the name of Christ. 


Please help us in any way you can. 


From The Hawthorns 


fh 


means relaxed independent retirement living, with support 
services such as activities, excursions, live-in managers, 
housekeeping and many more! 

For more information, call us today! 


The Hawthorns retirement facility of Clevedon, 

North Somerset, teamed up with the local Lions 
Club to promote Sight 
Awareness Week and 
raise money for the 
Guide Dog charity by 
sponsoring a walk 
starting at The 
Hawthorns, going 
along the sea front, 
walking down the 
picturesque 
Victorian pier. 

The return trip 
had stops at local 
business along 
the way. 

Members of the management team as well as other 
staff and residents joined members of the Lions Club 
and other organizations. This ordinary sounding 
walk was in fact harrowing for half of the 
participants. This was because they were blind 
folded and had to rely on their guides. The walk 
was challenging and scary as curbs and slopes in 
pavements were surprisingly difficult to overcome. 
The unexpected feeling of vulnerability took 
everyone by surprise. And so did the feeling of * 
isolation. 

The sighted 
participants 
began to 
understand how 
important guide 
dogs are to the 
sight impaired. 

One of the 
participants and 
resident of The 
Hawthorns, Mrs. 

Arnold who is 
registered blind 
participated because she wanted everyone to be 
aware of the importance of taking care of your 
sight. So many problems that can cause sight 
impairment can either be prevented or controlled if 
medical attention is sought at the first sign of 
problems. Regular eye health exams are vital, 
especially as one ages. 


In addition to sponsoring special events The 
Hawthorns is also proud to make available facilities 
for the Lions Club monthly meetings for the sight 
impaired. These meetings are very important both 
socially and as a support group for those who suffer 
from diminishing eyesight. ”We are only too glad to 
be of assistance to such a worthy organization as 
the Lions club. Their work helps not only our 
residents but members of the public as well. And is 
international,” said Terry Marshall, who along with 
his wife are the managers of The Hawthorns. Before 
coming to the UK they worked in the United States 
where there are almost 300 such facilities just like 
The Hawthorns and it was a natural partnership to 
help the local Lions Club in their various worthwhile 
causes. 

The Hawthorns is a wonderfully new concept here in 
the UK of independent retirement living. Our goal 
is to give each 
resident the 
best living 
experience of 
their life. We 
accomplish 
that by 
offering a 
pleasant 
environment 
that respects 
the dignity 
of each 

individual while 

offering convenience services that makes 
living here a delight. Services such as three meals 
everyday in our lovely dining room overlooking the 
Bristol channel, weekly housekeeping, activities and 
trips out, and transportation. Although not a 
nursing facility, each apartment is connected to the 
emergency system that is monitored by our two live 
in management couples who are on call at all times. 
For more information, an information packet can be 
obtained by either calling or writing to: 


The Hawthorns, 18-19 Elton Rd., Clevedon, No. 
Somerset BS21 7EH (01275) 790060; or contacting 
our website at: http://thehawthoms-clevedon.co.uk 
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Licensed lay ministry 


Serving the Church and the World 


ON Saturday, 2 November 
at Christ Church Cathedral 
the Bishop of Dorchester, 
the Right Revd Colin 
Fletcher, licensed twelve 
Licensed Lay Ministers 
(LLMs) into the Diocese. 

LLM’s (formerly called 
Readers) are lay people, 
not ordained, but part of 
the main body of 
Christians who are com- 
mitted to serve Christ in 
his Church and in the 
world. LLM’s are trained 
through a ‘portfolio system’. 
They play a vital role in the 
Church, keeping the needs 
and difficulties of the world 
before the congregations. 

1. PAUL NORRIS, 

Woughton Ecumenical Parish, 
Milton Keynes 
‘I have been married to 
Angelika, a teacher, for 28 
years and for 27 of them we 
have lived in Milton Keynes. 
We have two sons Richard 
(21) and Jonathan (19), both 
students. I have worked in the 
retail trade for 38 years. I look 
forward to lay ministry and 
the diversity of the parish.’ 

2. ANGELA GOSDEN 

St Michael & All Angels, 
Lambourn 

Angela has two children 
Laurence (25) and Sarah 
(24) and is a multi-linguist 
freelance translator. She 




recently returned to 
Lambourn where her father 
was a jockey and then a 
farmer and looks forward to 
the challenges of ministering 
in this rural community. 

3. GILLIAN GYENES 

St John the Baptist, Crowthorne 
Gillian has a degree in History 
and a Dip Ed. After teaching for 
many years, she is now involved 
in the ‘Healthy Schools’ pro- 
gramme. She is married to 
Laszlo, who left Hungary in 
1956, and they have two chil- 
dren and two grandchildren. ‘I 
am looking forward to develop- 
ing my teaching and preaching 
work and building up my pas- 
toral role’, she says. 


4. TREVOR MAY 

SS Peter and Paul, Wingrave 
‘Since I started my training I 
have had many exciting, new 
experiences in my local 
church, within the communi- 
ty, and as far afield as India. 

I don't know where God will 
lead me next, but I’m look- 
ing forward to finding out!’ 


5. SONYA CLARKE 

St Luke's, Maidenhead 
‘At home, there is Roger, my 
husband of almost 28 years, 
and our Siamese cat Meika- 
Loti. I have a part-time post 
at Berkshire College of 
Agriculture in the MIS depart- 
ment. I now look forward to 
the new challenges involved in 


serving God through the 
church and working together 
with our priest-in-charge.’ 

6. JACKIE LAMBERT, 

St Leonard's, Chesham Bois 
Jackie is married to David 
and they have a daughter 
Jenni and two sons Andrew 
and Paul. She is a head 
teacher of a Church of 
England primary school and 
looks forward to sharing her 
ministry between the parish of 
St Leonard’s, Chesham Bois 
and her school. 

7. JANE SUTTON 

St Mary Magdalene, 
Easthampstead, Bracknell 
Bom in Reading, Jane gradu- 
ated from university and from 
the London Bible College. She 
has served as a missionary in 
Nigeria (with Scripture Union, 
then Action Partners) and later 
worked in government service 
there. Since returning to the UK 
in 1978 she has been involved 
in farming and youth work. 

8. ANNE TAYLOR 

Christ Church, Long Furlong 
‘I worship at Christ Church 
on Long Furlong, a church 
plant in Abingdon. My work 
includes teaching children’s 
nursing students and work- 
ing as a children's nurse. 

My interests are films, espe- 
cially science fiction, music, 
cooking and cross-stitch.’ 

9. ANDREW GEARY 

St Mary's, Haversham 
Andrew is 30 and married to 
Lisa, a trainee accountant. He 
is a farmer and also a borough 
councillor in Milton Keynes. 


He is following in the steps of 
his grand father who was also 
a reader. 

10. JENNY ALIDINA 

St Mary's, Chipping Norton 
Jenny looks forward to more 
outreach activities and to 
combining volunteer work 
with serving the community 
as an LLM in the ministry 
team. She is delighted to 
have the opportunity to 
spend more time with her 
husband Naj and two 
teenage children, Sophie and 
Josh, following the comple- 
tion of her portfolio. 

11. USHA COOPER 

St Mary Magdalene, 
Easthampstead, Bracknell 
Usha is a journalist (sub-edi- 
tor) by profession. She is 
also the mother of two 
teenage children, Anjuli and 
Neal. As an LLM she is 
looking forward to growing 
in discipleship and to being 
of increasing service to the 
people of her parish. 

12. JENNIE RAKE, 

Haddenham, Cuddington, 
Kingsey & Aston Sandford 
Jennie is a primary school 
supply teacher and also rep- 
resents Tearfund as a speak- 
er and Tearcraft as a rep, on 
a voluntary basis. She is 
married to David and they 
have three grown-up chil- 
dren. Her other interests are 
music and gardening. 



Hambledon 


The Avon 


The ^ 
Lambourne 


traditional oak- framed buildings handcrafted in the dK'ew reforest 


WINTER SPECIAL OFFERS 

Once again we are pleased to offer four designs at special Winter 
prices for readers of this magazine. All feature English oak 
frames, hand-made by craftsmen at historic Holmsley Mill, where 
the finest buildings have been created for well over a century. 


As you would expect from the Oak craft marque, there has been 
no skimping on specification on these offers. The oak is 
substantial, designed to last, and jointed the traditional way 
with seasoned dowels. Treated softwood includes Oak Craft's 
well-known heavyweight cladding. 


Please telephone Oak Craft at Holmsley Mill 
on 0118 984 2277 for further information 
about these offers, other buildings in the range, and for 
advice about your project. Colour brochure available. 


Oak Craft, Keepers Garden, Tidmarsh Berks RG8 8EB Website: www.oakcraft.co.uk 
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has moved up a 
i only 2 months!” 

11 J. Miller 


Thomas's mum is one of a growing number of Oxford parents 
who have seen their children develop a new enthusiasm for 
learning thanks to a Trapeze personal learning programme. 

If you think that your child might need some extra tuition, why 
not call us to arrange a free assessment and put your mind at 
rest? a 

ixapezg 

n*a\gy™<*«csf 0f ^ 

01865 514574 

Trapeze, 108 Banbury Road, Oxford 0X2 6JU 


Home English Tuition 


THORNTON 

Do you want the best start in life for your child? 




ST JOSEPH’S CONVENT SCHOOL 
READING, BERKSHIRE 

An independent day school for girls aged 3 to 18. 


ENTRANCE 

EXAMINATION 


OPEN AFTERNOON 

Sunday 9th February 2pm - 5pm 

Scholarship Examination Day 

Wednesday 15th January 8.45 am - 3.30 pm 
Applications are invited for entry into Year 7 


Advertising 


TO ADVERTISE RING: 01527 892945 


for admission to Year 7 in the Senior Department 


GCSE pass rate 99.7%; 35% AVA grades 

Daily transport • Extended hours 8am - 8pm 

Impressive sports facilities 
Over 40 extra-curricular activities 

All denominations warmly welcomed 

Situated off the A421 and A422 between Milton Keynes and Buckingham 

Telephone: 01280 812610 

www.thorntoncollege.com 


SATURDAY 18 JANUARY 2003 

For an application form and a copy of our prospectus, please contact: 

St. Joseph’s Convent School, 

Upper Redlands Road, Reading, Berkshire RG1 5JT 

Tel: 0118 966 1000 

St Joseph’s Convent School is a registered charity, which exists to provide education for girls. 


Opportunities for qualified EFL teachers to 
teach and host overseas adult students in 
your home. 

Full support provided plus excellent 
remuneration. 

Please call Lynn at 

InTuition Languages on: 

020 7739 4411 

or e-mail: learn@intuitionlang.com 


Thornton is a happy and thriving Independent Day and Boarding 
School for girls aged from 2'h up to 16 years. 

The top GCSE non-selective school in Milton Keynes and 
Buckinghamshire, our academic successes are testament to our 
belief that a child achieves best when happy. 


St George’s 
School, 

Windsor Castle 

There are currently 
vacancies for 
Choristers in the 
Choir of 

St George’s Chapel, 
Windsor Castle. 
Details from: 

St George’s School 

Telephone: 
01753 865553 


•'•c 

Nurturing and Inspiring Dawn till Dusk 

Acacia Care and Education Limited 

49 Witney Road, Eynsham, Oxford 

The children and their parents will benefit from care in a domestic setting situated in 
a rural environment. 

Mission 

The mission of the nursery is to operate to the highest standards offering: 

- the highest quality care for both pre-school and afterschool club ages 

- safety and security for the children 
* peace of mind for parents 

- tangible benefits for children within our care 

- care with high quality professional nursery education 

Speak to Dawn or Vicki 

Contact: 01865 884468 or 01865 865381 


Trapeze - 

Mental gymnastics for kids 


All parents want their 
children to be happy and to 
do well at school. 

So what do you do if your child is 
struggling academically or 
perhaps is understimulated and in 
need of more challenging work? 
Trapeze is a children's tuition 
centre located on the Banbury 
Road, which offers support to 
children between 6 and 14 years, 
in literacy, numeracy and general 
study skills. Our individual 
learning programmes help 
children 

to increase their skills, 
grow in self-confidence 


from a high degree of personal 
attention and a learning plan, 
closely tailored to their individual 
needs. First, we conduct a detailed 
assessment, to identify areas of 
strength and weakness and 
provide us with a clear picture of 
how your child's skills are 
developing. 

Then we create an individual 
study plan which will allow your 
child to develop new skills in a fun, 
friendly environment along with 
other 

young learners. Learning sessions 
take place after school and on 
Saturday mornings. 

To book a free assessment for your 
child or simply to find out more, 
please call Alyson Smith on 01865 
514 574, We look forward to 
hearing from you. ^^4 

Stapes© 


and achieve iheir full ^ ^ 

potential. n \ Q \ gymnastics f Cr 

At Trapeze, each child benefits 


I.A.P.S. 


C.SA 


V 
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Advertising 


Education 


A growing number of students 
concerned that their grades at 
A2, As and GCSE levels may 
not match their expectations 
for University entry, are 
turning to Easter revision 
courses at Wellington College, 
Crowthome, Berkshire. 

Residential and non residential courses 
at A2 level, AS level and GCSE level are 
offered in a wide range of subjects over 
one or two weeks. 

Wellington College has been running 
revision courses for 1 9 years. Many of 
the course tutors are experienced A 
Level or GCSE examiners - the majority 
are teachers from the College, but due 
to the reputation of the courses and 
increasing demand, some are recruited 
from outside. All are of the highest 
calibre - there are rarely more than eight 
students in a group. 

At the end of the course parents receive 
a report on the student’s attitude and 
progress and offers advice on the 
direction which might take in the future. 
The courses provide students with an 
opportunity to learn key facts, to seek 
clarification in case of difficulty and to 
improve their examination technique. 
This provides a major boost in 
confidence at a critical stage. Students 




Advertisement 

Feature 





are expected to work hard, but as the 
450 students who attended A Level and 
GCSE courses over a two week period 
last Easter discovered, it was an effort 
well worth making. Excellent sports 
facilities are available during recreation 
periods. 

A2 level and AS level courses will be 
held between 5th April and 10th march 
and 12th April and 17th April 2003. 
GCSE courses will be available between 
13th and 17th April 2003. 

For further information contact: The 
Administrator, Easter Revision Courses, 
Wellington College, Crowthome, 
Berkshire RG45 7PU. 

Tel: 01344 444023 (24 hours). 

Fax No: 01344 444006 

You can also log on to our website at: 

www.wellington-college.berks.sch.uk or 

e-mail: 

easter@wellington-college.berks.sch.uk 



A CHRISTIAN 
ENVIRONMENT 
for your next 

RESIDENTIAL FIELD COURSE 
biology - geography 
established in 1963 on the Isle of Wight 
tutors have local knowledge and historical data 
courses designed for all exam boards 
wide variety of issues for individual projects 
also environmental A activity weeks for junior 
schools - dinghy sailing, canoeing, orienteering 


further information 
call 01983 522195 
or visit 


www.medinavalleycentre.org.uk 



DAY & BOARDING SCHOOL FOR 800 BOYS 11-18 
SPACIOUS SITE SIX MILES SOUTH OF OXFORD 
11+ ENTRANCE EXAMINATIONS - 15 FEBRUARY 2003 
NEW ARTS CENTRE OPENING SEPTEMBER 2003 


registrar@jabwgdon.org. uk 
hup: / / www.abingdon.org. uk 

0I23S 849041 



ABINGDON 



ASHFOLD SCHOOL 

Dorton, Near Thame 
Prep and Pre-Prep School 
3-13+ Day Boarding. 

An excellent academic record 
together with superb facilities 
for sports, arts, music and IT. 
Please contact the secretary 
for more details: 

Telephone: 01844 238237 

Email: hmsecretary@ashfoldschool.co.uk 
Registered Charity No. 272663 



Htrmm Jihi 


Wellington College 

EASTER 

REVISION 

2003 

Upper Sixth A2 Level Courses 
5th April - 10th April 
12th April - 17th April 

Lower Sixth AS Level Courses 
5 th April - 10th April 
12th April - 17th April 

GCSE Courses 

1 3th April - 1 7th April 

Residential or non-residential 

For further details contact: 

The Administrator, Easter Revision Courses, Wellington College, 
Crowthome, Berks, RG45 7PU 
E-mail: easter@wellington-college.berks.sch.uk 
World wide web: www.wellington-college.berks.sch.uk 

Telephone: 01344-444023 (24 hours) Fax: 01 344-444006 

Wellington College is a Registered Charity, offering education to pupils aged 13-18 


JlL 

tJF 

SARUM 

College 

MA IN CHRISTIAN 
SPIRITUALITY 

(In assoc, with the University of Wales, 
Lampeter) 

"what a joy to study spirituality in an 
academic setting " 

Now taking applications 
for October 2003 

The course offers: 

• Part-time modular study over 3-5 
years 

• Flexible entry requirements for mature 
students 

• Single modules / Certificate / 

Diploma IMA through short 
residential intensives 

• Ecumenical teaching staff 

For further details and an application form, 
please contact: 

Academic Secretary, Sarum College, 

19 The Close, Salisbury, Wiltshire, SP1 2EE. 

Tel: 01722 424827 

Email: vc@sarum.ac.uk 
Website: www.sarum.ac.uk 

Registered Charity 309501 


When replying to advertisements 
Please mention 

the Door 



Christ Church 
Cathedral School 

VOICE TRIALS 

By arrangement 

CHORAL SCHOLARSHIP 

60% of boarding fees 

Boys' Day Preparatory School, 272 to 13 
Full Boarding for the Choristers of 
Christ Church Cathedral 

We believe in quality and breadth of education, 
based around modern practices and 
Christian values, combined with traditions dating 
back to 1546. 

Housed in a combination of historic and modern 
buildings in the heart of Oxford, and with 
beautiful playing fields, we offer outstanding 
cultural opportunities. 

For further details please contact: 

The Registrar 

3 Brewer Street Oxford 0X1 1QW 
Tel: 01865 242561 Fax: 01865 202945 

e-mail: registrar@cccs.org.uk 
Please visit our website: www.cccs.org.uk 
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Time of your life 


Something to share in Advent 

Why limit the celebrating of the Christian Festivals to activities at church on a Sunday? The 
Diocese’s Sharing Life through Advent Home Pack includes lots of ideas for all-age activities 


The season of Advent with its 
emphasis on waiting to cele- 
brate the birthday of Jesus, can 
all too easily get lost amongst 
the tinsel and wrapping paper. 
In this season of frantic activity 
why not take time as a family 
to pause and ponder, to pre- 
pare together to celebrate this 
special festival. 

The Sharing Life through 
Advent Home Pack gives ideas 
for families to share in the 
important countdown to this 
special day. 

If your children’s group 
enjoyed using the Sharing Life 
through Advent group materi- 
al last year but didn’t use the 
Home Pack then why not 
encourage parents to try the 
home pack with their children 
this year. 



SAMPLE: Advent 2 
The Peaceful Kingdom 

Look at the picture 



Themes to explore 
Light the candle 
Pray together 
Things to make 
Games to play 


Light the candle and read 
Isaiah 1:1-10 


+2lSSs i sa * a ^ P a ^ nts a 

beautiful picture of 
the eternal peaceful 
kingdom where 
everyone and all the crea- 
tures will live happily and 
safely alongside each other. 
Isaiah points to the coming 
Messiah who will rule the 
earth with fairness and jus- 
tice. A day will come when 
all nations will gather 
together and recognise the 
new king. 


Look at the picture together 
and talk about what the 
artist has painted. 


• Who do you think the 
person is in the painting? 

• What do you think he is 
holding up in his hand 
Why? 

• Isaiah painted a 
picture with words, but 
what would you have 
chosen if you had been 
painting the picture? 

Pray together: 

Using a dice, give each of 
the numbers on the dice a 
different topic. 


a Pray for your 

y ^7 family 

/ Pray for peace in 

▼ the world 

Thank God for 
something 
in creation. 

Pray for those who rule our 
country. 

Pray for anyone you know 
who is sick or unhappy. 
Thank God for someone 
special in your day 

Games to play 
Each person 
takes it in turn to 
throw the dice 
and then say a short prayer 
about the topic that matches 
with the number that has 
been thrown. You could 
choose your own topics. 



Things to make 
Add a symbol to your 
Christmas garland - A Dove 
of Peace 

Doves are often used as a 
symbol of peace. Make 
some doves of peace to hang 
on your garland and the 
Christmas tree. 


Get your Sharing Life 
through Advent Home Pack 
for the special 2003 price of 
£3.50 (candle not included 
this year). Contact Valerie 
Hooiey at Church House on 
(01865) 208257 


FIRST DAY COVERS art 
PRESENTATION PACKS 

Free competitive price list 
available now 
Jonathan Gilbert, 
FREEPOST ANG 7133, 
Bedford MK42 OYA 

[ 01234)325531 


Assistant Organist 

needed at 

St. Nicholas' Church, Hurst 

for one Sunday service per month. 

Good pipe organ, enthusiastic 
congregation, no choir and mainly 
traditional hymns. Would suit a 
keen organist with limited 
availability. Please apply to: 
Revd. Doug Loveridge 

Tel: 0118 934 0017 


HYMN BOOKS WANTED/FOR DISPOSAL 

All Saints Wytham have the following hymn books for disposal: 

Congregational Praise - 12 large copies, 

170 small copies - £9.00 the lot. 

Songs of Praise - 112 copies - £6.00 the lot. 

Alternatively, does anyone know of a charity or overseas 
mission/church that could make use of them? 

Wanted: About 15 copies of The New English Hymnal' 

Please contact: David Humphrey on Oxford (01865) 316870 

or e-mail: coldav@fsmail.net Thank you! 





Bovington, Dorset 




l ife> 

lifts/! 


>~ri ^ 


Jpj ^IFAMIInV^ ACTIVITY TRAIL * 

IN ACTION DISPLAYS 
Acoustiguide Audio Tours 
ARMOURED VEHICLE RIDES 
THE TRENCH 

A Dramatic First World War walkthrough exhibition 

MOBILITY Displays 

Massive INDOOR collection of over 150 vehicles 

PHONE FOR DETAILS 

Recommended by 98% of visitors 

T: 01929 405096 
E: info @ tankmuseum.co.uk 
www.tankmuseum.co.uk 
r=ri r MUSEUM OPEN DAILY lOAM - 5PM 

I T* | CZX Closes 5pm Sun 15th to l&am Fri 27th Dec. 






Winter Lecture Series - Thursday 27th Feb 2003 

David Fletcher talking on ’The invention of the Tank*, David Fletcher is a 
long serving member of the Tank Museum staff and is well known as a 
writer on tank history and for his many TV appearances. His books 
include four classic titles on First World War tanks and armoured cars. 
Tickets selling fast - please contact the museum for more details. 


The Prayer Diary 
mantle is passed on 



to Pam GoVdon who writes . . 

GRAHAM Canning, previous edi- 
tor of the Prayer Diary, has 
given me the files. Those few 
words cover a very special 
achievement. I have inherited an 
efficient system which guides us 
to pray for our diocese. On 
behalf of all users and recipients 
of prayer - thank you, Graham. 

I applied to carry on this work 
within The DOOR for several rea- 
sons. Firstly I felt I should active- 
ly support a resource that I value 
for my personal prayers. Secondly 
- as a Deacon I have a special 
sense of belonging to the Diocese. 
I have always lived here, apart 
from a foray to Brighton to train 
as a teacher, and know the area 
quite well. Having trained for min- 
istry with St Albans and Oxford 
Ministry Course I know several 
clergy and their churches. So for 
me, to collate the names and 
places is to remember what is very 
real. Have you noticed the sheer 
poetry of some parish names? 
Thirdly - it's that conviction that 
prayer is the foundation for all the 
mission strategies, the pastoral care, 
education and youth work; the key 
to communicating with each other 
rooted in communicating with God. 

If you have not yet used the 
Prayer Diary, I encourage you to 
try. Just a minute a day from all of 
us would make a world of differ- 
ence. And that different world is 
for God's glory. 

The Prayer Diary is on page 9 


Rambler's banana, honey and cardamon cake 

By our cookery writer Ann Way 

MY eldest stepson and his wife are great walkers, members of a 
Ramblers Club and whenever they come over to lunch to our 
house, are only too pleased to get any more energetic members 
of our family out on a brisk walk after lunch. Olga is vegetari- 
an and they are both very interested in Fair Trade causes, so I 
was delighted to receive this recipe from them just in time for 
our Christmas edition. The recipe was originally given to them 
by Fiona Beckett. It really is very good! 

Ingredients 

2 medium sized but not over ripe 
'Fair Trade' bananas. 150-175 g 
(5-6 oz) peeled weight. 
llOg (4 oz) of orange blossom 
or other fragrant clear honey 
15 green cardamon pods 
250g (9 oz) self raising flour 
175g (7 oz) butter, diced 
75g (3 oz) golden castor sugar 
2 large eggs, beaten 
2 tablespoons sour cream 
1/2 teaspoon of bicarbonate of 
soda 

a pinch of salt 

You will need a 7x7in (18x18cm) 
square cake tin, 21/2 in (6cm) 
deep, higlfly greased with the base 
lined with baking parchment. 

Method 

Preheat the oven to 170°C (325°F or Gas Mark 3). Sift the flom; 
bicarbonate of soda and salt into a large bowl. Crush the cardamon 
pods. In a pestle and mortar or with the end of a rolling pin discard 
the green husks and seeds. Now mash the bananas thoroughly. Put 
the diced butter in with the sugar into a pan. Add the honey and heat 
gendy until the butter has melted, the honey liquified and the sugar 
dissolved. Remove from heat. Add the mashed bananas and mix 
thoroughly then add the eggs and sour cream, then crushed carda- 
mon and flour is added. Beat well to ensure all the ingredients are 
thoroughly mixed in. Now pour the mixture into the prepared tin 
and place some banana chips in rows on the top of the cake. Bake in 
the oven for 60-70 minutes. Insert a skewer into the centre to check 
it is cooked. It should come out clean. When it is cooked, remove 
from the oven and let it cool in the tin for 15 minutes. Then turn it 
out on to a tray. When it is completely cold, wrap in tin foil tightly. 




Christmas in Zimbabwe 



Children in the school chapel which also serves as an 
inter-denominational church for the community. 


CHRISTMAS is the most 
beautiful time of the year in 
Zimbabwe. The first rains in 
November bring an almost 
miraculous transformation 
after seven months of 
drought. Yellow grass, red 
earth and grey rock, with 
huge expanses blackened by 
veld fires, are turned almost 
overnight to bright shades of 
green. There is life every- 
where: bee-eaters in the sky, 
huge swarms of flying ants, 
carpets of brilliant wild flow- 
ers, and frogs and toads 
rejoicing raucously in the 
newly-formed pools of water. 
It is normally the time of 
planting, when city dwellers 
return by bus to their rural 
homes to help prepare the 
lands for the planting of 
mealies. 

But this year, almost all 
farmers have been given no 
seed to plant, so that they will 
depend totally on the govern- 
ment for food. Famine is 
threatening millions of people 
with death through starva- 
tion by Christmas. As I write, 
the people of Binga have been 
given no food aid for over a 
month as a punishment for 
voting for the opposition. In 
other districts, people are liv- 
ing in constant fear, and 
many have abandoned their 
homes to escape torture and 
death. 

In the cities as well, food is 
short. Basic foods like mealie 
meal, bread, flour, margarine, 
cooking oil, and salt are often 
completely unobtainable. 
Outside every bakery, you see 


long queues of people 
patiently waiting in the hope 
that some bread may be 
available during the day. 

Packed churches 

On Christmas Day, most 
churches will be full just as 
they are on every other 
Sunday of the year. But the 
story of Christmas will take 
on a new meaning for many 
of us. We understand the 
birth of a baby born far from 
his parents’ home because of 
a government that cared 
nothing for ordinary people, 
but only for imposing its will. 
We know that there really are 
rulers who are prepared to 
see thousands of babies die, 
in order to strengthen their 
own grip on power. But 
through the birth of Jesus 


ChrisTa Kingdom came into 
the world that makes 
inevitable the downfall of all 
kingdoms based on lies and 
violence. At the time, the 
birth of Jesus Christ seemed 
to change nothing. We know 
that it changed everything, 
and that gives us hope in 
Zimbabwe. 

In a world where Herod or 
Mugabe arrogantly claims to 
do as he pleases, the angels 
declare to those who will lis- 
ten, ‘Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace to 
men on whom his favour 
rests.’ 

The Revd Christopher Hingley 

studied and taught theology in 
Oxford. He is pastor of an interde- 
nominational church and a school 
chaplain in Bulawayo. 


Every blessing this Christmas and for 2003 to all our readers here and overseas. 
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Words which have to be heard 

Suggestions for peaceful reading in Advent 

see Advent as a busy overture 
to Christmas . . . but the 
Church has always seen it 
with no small dread. It is not 
a comforting prospect for the 
world to have God as man in 
it. A God who calls himself 
the Word. Words have to be 
heard. It is their purpose.’ 



Ponder These Things: pray- 
ing with icons of the Virgin. 

Archbishop Rowan Williams 
£7.99, Canterbury Press 

THESE meditations, pre- 
pared for a diocesan pilgrim- 
age to Walsingham, invite us 
into a spiritual pilgrimage 
through the world of icons, 
physical pictures which aim 
to express the spiritual 
world. ‘We, watching and 
waiting for Christ to come 
more fully to birth in us,’ 
writes the author, ‘are wait- 
ing for our lives to become 
‘iconic’, to show in their 
colour and line and move- 
ment how God acts, 
Christlike, in us.’ 


ZJalJitiny dJyCetcj/if)oai vs 

Ronald Blythe 



Talking to the Neighbours: 
conversations from a coun- 
try parish Ronald Blythe, 
£16.99 Canterbury Press 

THE latest in Ronald Blythe’s 
books of ten-minute address- 
es given in his role as a reader 
in rural parishes on the Essex- 
Suffolk border: full of wis- 
dom, country life, poetry, the- 
ology, expressed in an elegant 
economy of words. 

On Advent: ‘These days we 


An anthology of peace 

Fiona Castle, £ 9.99 H odder & Stoughton 

FIONA Castle has already 
produced anthologies on 
hope, joy and love. Like them, 
this one on peace (which 
includes social and world 
peace) could be used for devo- 
tional reading, as a worship 
resource, or just for dipping 
into. Grouped in themes are 
Bible verses, hymns, poems, 
prose - familiar and unfamil- 
iar, expected and unexpected 
- with occasional comments 
from the author. 


To some talking about peace is 
sign of cowardice, but in fact it 
is a sign of strength. 

Nelson Mandela 


I have held many things in my 
hands and I have lost them 
all; but whatever I have 
placed in God's hands, that I 
still possess. 

Martin Luther 


Lord, remember not only the 
men and women of good will 
but also those of ill will. But 
do not only remember the suf- 
fering they have inflicted on 
us; remember the fruits we 
have brought, thanks to this 
suffering - our comradeship, 
our loyalty, our humility, our 
courage, the generosity, the 
greatness of heart which has 
grown out of all this, and 
when they come to judgment, 
let all the fruits we have borne 
be their forgiveness. 

Prayer found at Ravensbruck 
concentration camp. 



A book better than its title 


GOD a Brief History is better 
than its title. As the preface 
explains, the title tries to 
echo Stephen Hawking’s 
famous A Brief History of 
Time. But it ends up both 
half-hearted, in not directly 
echoing this, and preten- 
tious, in implying that 
humans can write the history 
of God. 

Actually the subtitle ‘The 
human search for eternal 
truth’ is much better, if less 
eye-catching, since the book 
is all about perceptions of 
God or the gods in major 
religions. Those covered are 
the religions of (with number 
of pages in brackets): India 
(84), Asia (30), Judaism 
(54), Christianity (90) and 
Islam (44). This is preceded 
by an introduction (20) and 
a section called ‘In the 
Beginning’ (24), and fol- 
lowed by a brief conclusion 
(10). The balance between 


these different sections seems 
to reflect the particular inter- 
ests of the author. 

Each section is broken 
down into many short chap- 
ters, usually just a double 
page, featuring one aspect or 
notable personality of the 
religion. So for instance, the 
section on Christianity, 
which most readers will 
know best, has sections on 
Paul, Jesus (strangely in that 
order), and God, Three in 
One, The East- West Debate, 
Celtic Christianity, 

Augustine, Dante and many 
more. Every double page has 
one or more illustrations and 
often a separate box with a 
quotation or explanation of 
a key term. This makes the 
book easy to read and 
absorb in short bursts, and 
the illustrations help to bring 
to life the subjects discussed 
and their many fascinating 
details. 


The introduction begins 
arrestingly with ‘The Death 
of God’, then proceeds care- 
fully if briefly through argu- 
ments for and against the 
existence of God, interacting 
with modern science and 
philosophy, and ends more 
positively with ‘The Death 
and Life of God’. There is 
good material here, though 
the writer’s style and the 
two-page-per-chapter format 
of the book leads to rather 
compressed argumentation. 

The subtitle also indicates 
the approach of the book, 
which is to set out the views 
of different religions rather 
than to argue for any one in 
particular. Bowker is a very 
knowledgeable teacher and a 
skilled # communicator, who 
has won prizes for previous 
books. So the different reli- 
gions are portrayed accurate- 
ly and sympathetically. This 
book would be an excellent 


resource in schools for world 
religions courses, and for 
anyone wanting a reason- 
ably detailed but manageable 
introduction to the religions 
covered. 

However, for committed 
Christians, who believe with 
Paul that God is seen partly 
in nature but more fully in 
Jesus, this book needs to be 
complemented with the even 
briefer but more authorita- 
tive history of God found in 
the New Testament. 

Philip Johnston 


Dr Johnston is Tutor in Old 
Testament & Hebrew at 
Wycliffe Hall, Oxford. 
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A magical Norwegian Christmas story 





The Lion Bible for Children 

Murray Watts, illustrated by 
Helen Cann, (Lion, £15.99) 


THE Lion Bible for Children 
with 200 Old and New 
Testament stories stylishly illus- 
trated by Helen Cann would 
make a perfect present for a 
young person. Murray Watts, 
wrote the novel The Miracle 
Maker and the screenplay for 
the film of the book and also 
founded the Riding Lights 
Theatre Company. His interest 
in drama is evident in his abili- 
ty to capture the mystery, won- 
der and sweep of the Bible in a 
way that children will under- 
stand and enjoy. It was good 
too to see some popular psalms 
paraphrased in their entirety. 


THIS is a delightfully origi- 
nal Christmas story, in fact 
three stories in one. 
Joachim, a Norwegian boy 
(the author is Norwegian) is 
given a magic Advent calen- 
dar. As he opens each win- 
dow he finds not just a pic- 
ture but a story of a girl 
called Elisabet, who each 
day goes back in time, gath- 
ering different characters on 
the way, including the three 
kings, Quirinius and a col- 
lection of angels, shepherds 
and sheep - until she arrives 
in Bethlehem for the birth of 
Jesus. As the action gets 


nearer to Bethlehem, the 
mystery of Elisabet's own 
story is solved. 

Simply told but with 
unexpected twists 

It is simply told but with 
unexpected twists and sub- 
tleties, so that it has an 
appeal for adults as well as 
for children of (roughly) ten 
and over. There is a mixture 
of fact and fantasy, of real 
and imaginary people, of 
present and past. We catch 
the excitement of opening 
the windows, of discovering 
the next stage in the story, of 


getting nearer and nearer to 
Jesus’ birth, and the wonder 
of the incarnation itself. It 
would be excellent to read a 
chapter on each day of 
Advent; maybe it could he 
given as an alternative to an 
Advent calendar. But it 
would make a good 
Christmas present too. 

The author has already had 
success in putting over seri- 
ous matters by using stories 
in Sophie's World, an expla- 
nation of philosophy through 
the format of a novel. There 
is also an unabridged paper- 
back version (1998) illustrat- 
ed by Rosemary Wells 
(Orion, £7.95). 
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MYSTERY 
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Christmas book notes 
by Clare Wenham 
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A day 
exploring 
God’s call 
to ministry 
and mission 


Saturday 25th January 2003 



WYCLIFFE HALL 

OXFORD 


For further details please contact: 

Vicky Bancroft, Admissions Officer, 
Wycliffe Hall, Oxford OX2 6PW 
Tel: 01865 274201 or 
email: vicky.bancroft@wycliffe.ox.ac.uk 
Charity No. 309703 



LINTON LOE’GE HOTEL 
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❖ A Beautiful Wedding venue 

❖ Close to the City Centre 

❖ Licensed for Civil Ceremonies 

❖ 70 Bedrooms 

❖ Free Parking 

H! Patio & 1.5 Acres of Gardens 
Linton Road, Oxford OX2 6UJ 

Tel: 01865 553461 


Launde 

Letcesrer Diocesan 
Remear House and 
Conference Cenrre 

DECEMBER 

13th - 15th - “ Still before Christmas" - weekend retreat. 
Led by the Revd Alec Boyd. 

16th - 18th - "From Healing to Wholeness" - conference 
with space for reflection for clergy and others involved 
in the Healing Ministry. Led by Canon Paul Nener 
of the Guild of St Raphael 8 Preb. John Woolmer. 

JANUARY 

11th - "Springs of Refreshing" - for leaders of 
under 25 s children 8 youth groups. 

Led by Penny Frank of CPAS. 

13th - 17th - Relaxation & Biblical Study Week 
Led by the Warden. 

FEBRUARY 

10th - Launde Stretchers' Quiet Day - open to anyone 
interested in supporting Launde by their prayers. 

Led by the Warden. 

Tel: 01572 717254 Fax: 01572 717454 

E-mail: laundeabbey@leicester.anglican.org 
www.launde.org.uk 
Registered Charity No. 249100 



HOLLOWAY'S 

Auctioneers and Valuers of Fine Art and Furniture 


The professional alternative to London. 
Internationally notified sales held throughout 
the year 

For a free appointment 

Tel: 01295 817777 

Auction Rooms and Offices 
49 Parsons Street 
Banbury OX16 5PF 
Facsimile: 01295 817701 
e-mail: enquiries@hollowaysauctioneers.co.uk 
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Memorials & Cremation plaques 
Wide choice of designs 
All types of stone, gwble & granite 
Renovations & additional Inscriptions 
Prompt personal service 


ABINGDON 

(01235) 520617 - (01235) 528285 

FAX: (01235) 530739 
www.abingdon-stone.co.uk 

161 A OCK STREET. ABINGDON. OXON 




Door closes 




Help us to make 

CHRISTMASWORSHIRCOM 

a success 

THE Internet is a wonderful way to tell new 
people about your church and your Advent and 
Christmas events. The ChristmasWorship.com 
website can help you do just that! The best 
thing is it’s free, easy-to-use and the potential 
audience is vast. The site is user-friendly. For 
each church there are details of Advent and 
Christmas services, the style of worship and 
there is even a map to show the location of 
your church. 

We are depending on you 

Please use these posters to publicise the site. 

The aim is to encourage and invite people who 
are not regular churchgoers so the ideal place 
would be on your front door, in your local 
newsagent, library or swimming pool rather 
than on your church notice board. If necessary 
stick them onto a piece of cardboard. You can 
get more posters, both colour and black and 
white, from the ChristmasWorship.com. 
website. w 

Is your church listed? 

To be effective every church in this Diocese 
needs to be included. If you haven't already 
done so visit the www.christmasworship.com 
site and register your church today! If you 
have any problems call Philip Hind on 01865 
208284 (philip.hind@oxford.anglican.org). If you 
haven’t got access to the internet yet, you can 
still be included. Just give us a call. 



THE DAY OF JUDGMENT 

According to my gospel, God, 
through Jesus Christ, will judge 
the secret thoughts of all 
(Romans 2:16). The shops may 
be ready for Christmas, and 
Santa may be going ‘Ho, ho!’ 
in the shopping malls, but most 
of December falls in the Advent 
season. It’s penitence and 
preparation, officially at least, 
until Christmas Eve. Advent, 
like Lent, is intended as an 
opportunity of serious reflec- 
tion and preparation before a 
time of celebration - Easter, at 
the end of Lent, Christmas, at 
the end of Advent. 

One of the great themes of 
Advent is the sombre one of 
judgment - not a popular 
notion, when the children are 
practising their nativity plays 
and the choir their jolly carols. 
It reminds us that God, who 
sent us a Saviour at Bethlehem, 
will one day banish evil from 
his creation. In patience and 
mercy he delays this moment 
of judgment - ‘crisis’, in Greek 
- but it must eventually come. 
A God who simply tolerated 



by David Winter 


THOUGHT FOR 
THE MONTH 


the injustice and evil which is 
present in the world would 
either be impotent or immoral 
- not able, or not willing, to 
deal with it. Such a God would 
not be the God of the 
Scriptures - indeed, hardly a 
‘god’ at all. The consistent 
teaching of the Bible and 
Christian tradition is that God 
will judge between good and 
evil, and will finally root out 
the corrupting and demoralis- 
ing forces which have been at 
work in his world. In the pic- 

Canon David Winter is a former 
Diocesan Director of Evangelism,a 
broadcaster and author of many 
books including Jesus in the Upper 
Room( BRF2002). 


ture language of Revelation, 
this will take place at a great, 
final Assize, the moment of 
universal judgment. The secrets 
of all hearts will be revealed. 
Obedience to conscience will 
be tested (that is the theme of 
the preceding verses in this pas- 
sage from Romans). Faith, 
endurance and hope will be 
rewarded. Evil will be accused 
and exposed. This may seem 
an overwhelmingly bleak pic- 
ture, of little appeal to our ‘so 
what?’ generation. 

In fact, the picture is 
nowhere near as grim as it 
might appear at first. The key 
phrase for me in this appar- 
ently stark picture of final 
judgment consists of just three 
words: ‘through Jesus Christ’. 
The judgment of the world 
will be delegated by God to 
the Saviour of the world. Thus 
Advent and Christmas come 
together, the truth of judgment 
and the hope of mercy meet- 
ing in Jesus Christ, once the 
babe of Bethlehem and now 
our Saviour-Judge. 


1 33 . 5/1 







